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E AMERICAN 


School oar urn 


We Report the Important Transactions of every School Board in the United States and Canada. 














Vou. V. 


VACCINATIONS AND SCHOOL BOARDS. 


The board of health of McKeesport, Pa., entered 
suit against a number of school children’s parents 
who have neglected to have their children vaccin- 
ated as per a request of the board. It 
was learned last week that over 200 chil- 
dren attending the public schools had 
not been vaccinated. 


The Milwaukee Anti-Vaccination So- 
ciety has for some time been preparing 
to test the law compelling the vaccina- 
tion of children attending the public 
schools. In support of their claim that 
it is invalid, they refer to a recent de- 
cision of Judge Kelley of Bridgeport, 
Conn., who discharged Joseph N. Bel- 
den, a carpenter, arrested in that city for 
not sending his child to school. Aftera 
trial Belden was discharged, he entering 
as a plea of defense that the authorities 
would not admit the child at the school 
because it had not been vaccinated and 
claiming that the physician designated 
to vaccinate the school children had de- 
clined to do so unless paid a fee for the 
treatment. Rather than do this Belden, 
who was opposed to vaccination, with- 
drew his child from school. The court 
held that a law attempting to compel 
any one to pay for the vaccination of a 
child was unconstitutional. 

The board of health of Spokane, Wash., 
ordered that all children must be vac- 
cinated or be suspended from school. 
Many protests have been made, too, 
against the fee of $1 that is charged for 
vaccination, although it is remitted to 
pupils who are too poor to pay. Alto- 
gether nearly half of the parents have 
refused to comply with the regulation. 


EDUCATIONAL EXHIBIT 
LOCATED. 





Director General Davis has definitely 
settled the location of the educational 
exhibit. It will be in the south gallery 
of the manufacturers and liberal arts 
building. The space assigned. to it is 
175,000 square feet gross. The commercial exhibits 
to be made in the liberal arts department will occu- 
py the southwest portion of this gallery, a space of 
about 80,000 square feet. 

The bureaus of hygiene and sanitation and of 
charities and correction will be installed in the new 
ethnological building. The space awarded in the 
educational exhibit to Brother Maurelian for the 
Catholic public educational exhibit amounts to 
29,000 square feet. Chief Peabody to-day com- 
menced getting out notices of assignments of space 
to the states for their public school and other edu- 
cational exhibits. 

Each state will receive a definite amount of space 
for its public school exhibit, and this amount will 
be increased by amounts varying with the popula- 
tion of the state. This system insures the repre- 





J. B. KENT, M. D. 
Pres. School Board, Putnam, Conn. 





H. A. HILDRETH, M. D., 
Pres. Board of Education, Bethlehem, N. H. 


sentation of the public school exhibit of every state, 
even the smallest in point of population. The 
umounts of space assigned for the public school 
exhibits of the states vary from 700 to 4,000 square 
feet. 
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NEW RULES AT ST. JOSEPH. 


W.L. Reynolds of the school board at St. Joseph, 
Mo., introduced the following resolutions at the 
last meeting: 

Resolved, That an auditing committee of four 
members be appointed by the school board of St. 
Joseph; and 

Resolved, That supplies be let to the lowest and 
best bidder, with power left to school board to 
reject any and all bids; and, 

Resolved, That no member of school board be 
directly or indirectly interested in furnishing sup- 
plies for school board, nor any contract in which 
the school board is a party; and, 

Resolved, That the tenure of officers elected by 
the school board be one year, and that no member 


Sec’y. School Board, Bellefonte, Pa. 





W. W. ROBERTSON, 
Superintendent, Staunton, Va. 
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Resolved, p a committee and the 
fuel committee be merged in one committee com- 
posed of four members; and, 

Resolved, That a stenographer be 
appointed by the school board to re- 
port all motions and arguments in the 
meetings of the school board, and that 
said stenographer be paid by the school 
board at the rate of $5 per meeting. 
Referred. 


CO-EDUCATION OF THE SEXES. 





The Harrisburg, Pa., school board 
has collected from ninety-two cities 
some interesting replies to questions 
asked regarding the management and 
operation of co-education of the sexes 
in high schools. In ninety-one schools 
both sexes used the same building; in 
eighty-two they studied in the same 
room; in eighty-six they recited to- 
gether. In eighty-nine schools both 
sexes had the same studies; eighty one 
replies indicated that the girls bore 
the work as well physically as the boys 
did, and eighty replies stated that 
there were no studies in which the 
females were not able to hold their 
own with the boys. Five replies said 
that the boys were superior to the girls 
in mathematics and five others that 
the girls were superior to the boys. 
Seventy-four said that no moral injury 
came from the association of the sexes, 
thirteen that the boys were improved 
by this association and forty-seven 
that the benefit was mutual, Eighty- 
four correspondents declared urnquali- 
fiedly in favor of mixed schools, and 
seven were opposed to them. 


NEW OHIO SCHOOL LAW. 


The new Ohio school law goes into 
effect the coming spring, at which 
time but one director from each sub- 
district in the township will be elected 
to hold his office for three years, and 
the director so selected, together with the township 
clerk, will compose the township board of education, 
which shall have full control of all school districte 
of the township, shall build all school houses, and 
make all repairs necessary, hire teachers, furnish 
fuel and all other supplies for the township. Under 
the new system it will be necessary to establish a 
grade for all schools in the township, so that the 
methods of teaching and conducting the schools 
may be uniform, thereby making them more effic- 
ient, and to accomplish this succesfully, it will be 
necessary that good men be elected as members of 
the township board; men who not only have an 
interest in school affairs, but who are well qualified 
to care for the interest of each school district under 
their control. 








THE LAW VS. SCHOOL BOARDS. 
DECISIONS RENDERED LAST MONTH FOR AND AGAINST 


BOARDS OF EDUCATION, 


The examination of G. E. Thurmond, county 
superintendent of schools, at Los Angeles, Cal., on 
a charge of felony, for alleged alteration of the 
records of te county board of education, was con- 
cluded before Judge Wheaton, and resulted in 
Thurmond being held to answer before the Superior 


Court. 
A Newark, N.J., judge has decided that although 


the law forbids corporal punishment in schools the 
board of education of that city has the right to give 
the priacipal full license to flog the pupils when 
they need it. : 

The Ogden, Utah, board of education has brought 
suit against the bondsmen of William V. Helfrich, 
late treasurer of the school board, who was short in 
his accounts the sum of $776.89. Defendants claim 
that the shortage occurred before they were liable 
and hence refuse to pay the claim. 

Another move was made in the Hagerstown, Md., 
school board difficulty. Some time ago proceedings 
were instituted against the county commissionere 
by the old school board to restrain the commission- 
ers from paying any money to the examiner of the 
new board. Testimony was taken in the case, and 
a few days ago the testimony was filed in court, but 
the old board presented a petition for a mandamus 
to compel the county commissioners to pay to the 
old board certain moneys alleged to be due at this 
time to pay school expenses. ‘he amount claimed 
to be due is $6,670. Judge Stake signed an order 
giving the defendants until November 4 to show 
cause why the mandamus should not be issued. 

The Greenvillle, O., school board trouble still 
remains undecided in the courts. Both school 
boards claim the right of recognition and the pub- 
lic is divided in its expressions. 

In June last, Frederick Gee, a boy in a Toronto 
school, was suffering from an ulcerated tooth. The 
ulcer broke out in his neck and afterwards left a 
scar. Someof the other boys complained about the 
matter, fearing that young Gee had some contagious 
disease. Dr. Allen was consulted and advised that 
the boy should be kept from school for a few weeks. 
As a result, Du Vurnet & Jones, acting for S. F. 
Gee, the boy’s father, have issued a writ, claiming 
$1000 damages of the school board. The case will 
be defended by the board’s solicitor. 

A complaint to recover $25,000 for alleged libel 
has been tiled by Frederic A. Hyde against Charles 
W. Decker. The parties are members of the board 
of education of San Francisco, Cal., and President 
Hyde charges that Decker, with intent to injure his 
good name and reputation as a citizen and a public 
officer, wantonly and maliciously published false 
and defamatory charges against him. 

Phil M. Coffin will not yield his seat in the 
Detroit board of education to Wm. H. Eberts, whose 
name was on the First ward Democratic ticket for 
school inspector and who had no opposition at the 
election. 

Circuit Court Commissioner Hughes filed at 
Grand Rapids, Mich., his return on appeal to the 
circuit court with the county clerk in the case of 
Henry Joseph Richter vs. Frederick W. Cordes 
et.al. This isa renewal of the celebrated Alpine 
school case which was tried before and decided 
favorable to the complainant by Commissioner 
Hughes on Oct. 13. The defendants, however, 
thinking they are in the right and wishing for a re- 
hearing appeal! to the circuit court. 

H. W. Compton, superintendent of the Toledo, O. 
schools preferred charges against Dr. Scott, a mem- 
ber of the board. The doctor, it is claimed, was 
strongly prejudiced against Catholics and Jews and 
used questionable methods in bringing about the 
diecharge of several teachers. The matter was in- 
vestigated and he was found guilty. 


TAXATION. 


The board of trustees of a civil town having no 
authority to levy a tax for a special school fund, 
such unauthorized levy cannot be lezalized by rat- 
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ification by the board of trustees of the school town. 
Shephardson v. (rillett, Ind. 

Under the law providing that it shall be the duty 
of county commissioners to lay an annual, tax 
on all taxable property within their respective 
counties for school purposes, such commissioners 
have power to levy a tax to satisfy a judgment 
against the trustees of a school district within their 
county, where the amount belonging to such dis- 
trict is insufficiennt to satisfy the same, and the 
levy of such tax may be compelied by mandamus. 
State v. Board Yellowstone Co., Mont. 

The revised statutes provide that the trustees 
of cities shall have the power to levy a special tax 
for school purposes, within certain limitations, and 
make it the duty of the county auditor to make the 
proper assessment of special school] tax levied by 
the trustees, and extend the same on _ the 
tax duplicate. Held, that such trustees have the 
exclusive right to determine the amount of and 
make such levy within the limits prescribed with- 
out any action by the board of commissioners of 
the county, since the latter are not charged with 
any duty relating to the levy or assessment of such 
tax. 

Where the trustees of plaintiff, a schoo) corpora- 
tion, made a levy of a special school tax within the 
limit prescribed by law, the country auditor had 
no authority to reduce the levy and make the as- 
sessment at a lower rate under the direction of the 
board of commissioners of the county, and an ac- 
tion will lie to compel him to make the assessment 
as ordered by such trustees. Wood v. School Corp. 
of Tipton, Md. 

LEASE OF SCHOOL LANDS. 

Plaintiffs son assigned a lease of school land, the 
assignee agreeing to advance the first payment, pur- 
chase'the land from the state, and take the contract 
in his own name; but upon repayment of the money 
advanced, and interest thereon, by the son, the lat- 
ter was to receive an assignment of the contract. 
The son having died inestate and without issue, the 
assignee of the lease filed a claim against the estate 
for the money loaned, interest and taxes paid, but 
afterwards withdrew the same, and assigned the 
contract to plaintiff. Held that, as against the 
son’s widow, plaintiff was entitled to a decree of 


foreclosure, and sale of the land for the amount 
due. 


SCHOOL SAVINGS BANKS. 


The board of education of school district No. 20, 
Pueblo, Colo., at a special meeting held Monday 
evening, November 21, adopted a plan whereby a 
system of savings banks will be established in con- 
nection with the schools. 

At the meeting of the Bryn Mawr, Pa., school 
board, permission was given to institute school sav- 
ings banks in the district, if enough patrons desire 
it to insure success. 

Mrs. Oberholtzer in her paper on School Savings 
Banks gives the following description of their oper- 
ation. The roll is called every Monday morning for 
collections of the pupils savings. Each pupil who 
is a depositor has a little card, the face of which is 
his name, that of the teacher and the school. On 
the back are the regulations. On the inside is the 
date for each Monday of the school year, with space 
opposite for the amount of deposit. As the roll is 
called each pupil wishing to make a deposit hands 
the card and money to the teacher who marks the 
credit on the pupil’s card and in her rol! book and 
hands the card back to the pupil who keeps the 
card as areceipt. The tirst collection in the school 
is deposited in bank as a general school account. 
When a pupil has deposited a dollar in what ever 
the bank may agree upon he is given a bank book 
and the money is placed to his individual credit by 
the bank. When the account amounts to three 
dollars an interest of three per cent. is allowed him 
and he has the privileges of an adult depositor, act- 

ing through the school facilities. 





A movement has been started at Chicago to erect 
a bronze statue in honor of tne late Geo. Howland, 
for many years superintendent of schools- 


WAS HE RIGHT OR WRONG? 





The following letter touches a question of the 
pupil’s duty in the school room which may leave 
some room for a wide difference of opinion: 

Epitor ScHoot Boarp JournaL: For several 
years the Superintendent of our schools has estab- 
lished the rule that the male pupils of the High . 
school room (the bell-rope heing in that room) ring 
the bell for all school hours, including recesses, in 
consecutive order, one week at_a time for each one. 
One pupil became tardy in ringing the bell, by 
which the school lost ten minutes, for which he 
was kept in fifteen minutes at the close of the 
school that evening. Reporting this to his father, 
he (the father) decided that such service could not 
be required of his child, and instructed his son, 14 
years old, not to ring the bell any more. Upon the 
pupil’s refusal to ring the bell the next day, the 
Superintendent suspended him, and the father 
appealed to the Board of Trustees. Now the point 
is, can the Superintendent or any school authority 
require such duty from a pupil? Of course, no 
janitor’s work is required of pupils, such as carry- 
ing water, sweeping, etc, but the janitor is only 
employed for part of his time and is not at the 
school room except in the forenoon and after scho 51 
hours in the evening. Is there no decision on this 
point, either by the courts or by boards? What is 
your judgment in the premises? . J.F. Futter, 

Secretary Board Trustees, Bolton Pub. Schools. 





AnswerR:—There is no record of any decision on 
this point as far as our researches thus far have 
shown. We shall, however, give the matter further 
attention, and if a decision is found report the same 
in our next issue. 

As for our own judgment, we believe that the 
ringing of the bell should be recognized as a call 
coming from a recognized school-room authority, 
which rests in the hauds of the teacher and not 
the pupil. The teacher calls and dismisses classes 
according to prescribed rules. It is a part of the 
discipline. Hence, a strict interpretation of school 
room discipline does not permit a transfer of the 
teacher’s duty or authority to the pupil. The sus- 
pension of the pupil in the above case was there- 
fore, in our opinion, unjust and would not be sus- 
tained in the courts.—Eb. 


THREE GOOD QUESTIONS. 


County Superintendent Suksdorf, of Davenport, 
Ia., was called upon to solve several problems. 
They were three in number, and are as follows: 

First—How far does a teacher’s authority ex- 
tend? Has he authority to punish pupils for mis- 
demeanors committed while either going to or re- 
turning from school? 


Second—When school property is rented from a 
resident, upon whom develops the duty of keeping 
the fences in repair—the directors or the owner? 

Third—Is it compulsory on students to take up 
the study of physiology, when their parents are 
averse to having them do so? 

As to interrogation No. 1, Mr. Suksdorf ruled 
that it was within the province of teachers to pun- 
ish pupils for acts committed on the way to and 
from school when such conduct had a detrimental 
effect on the school. The superintendent holds 
that the scholars should so conduct themselves 
that their acts will have a tendency to elevate the 


influence of the schools, and the teachers are em-’ 


powered to see that they so conduct themselves. 
As to keeping the school property in repair, it 
was stated that frequently damage is done by the 
pranks of the scholars, for which the owner could 
not be held responsible. Consequently it was the 


duty of the directors to see that the property was 
kept in good order. 

On the physiological question, the county super- 
intendent informed the interrogator that pbysiol- 
ogy was one of the branches of study required by 
the course, and it was imperative that al] students 
should take it. 
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DR. Ww. S. WALKER, 
Secretary School Board. 





EDWARD AYERS, 
Superintendent of Schools. 


OFFICERS OF THE SCHOOL BOARD OF LAFAYETTE, IND. 


A PROGRESSIVE BOARD. 


THE SCHOOL BOARD UF LA FAYETTE, INDIANA. 


The City of LaFayette is the second wealthiest 
city in the country per capita, and there is nothing 
that the citizens of this city take more pride in than 
in their public schools, and the condition of the 
schools in every respect shows that La Fayette has 
been fortunate in the past and is fortunate at pres- 
ent in the management of its educational affairs. 
Each school board for the past quarter of a cen- 
tury has been selected from among the very best of 
La Fayette’s business and professional men. There 
never has been a warrant drawn for a teacher’s sal- 
ary that there was not money on hand to pay same, 
and not a dollar was ever borrowed for this pur- 
pose. With the exception of two years the interest 
on the school funds deposited in the bank for the 
past quarter of a century has been expended by the 
Treasurer in buyiog of library books. It is there- 
fore not strange to note that this representative Ind- 
iana City has a present school board composed of 
successful business and professional men, who are 
managing the affairs of the schools in a busines. like 
manner. The schools of La Fayette have always 
been singularly free from partizens .ip, although it 
has been sai i that Indiana has more politics to the 
square inch than any other State of the Union. 
Few cities can claim to have their system of educa- 
tion managed on @ more truly uon- political and 
non-sectarian and on a more business-like basis, 
than those of La Fayette. 


Walter E. Doolittle, president of the LaFayette 
school board, whose portrait is given herewith, is 
local manager of the Postal Telegraph company. 
Mr. Doolittle is probably the younzest member of 
8 school board of a representative city in Indiana. 
His election to this important position was a de- 
served compliment to him, and especially so as he 





W. E. DOOLITTLE, 
President School Board, 





BARNEY SPITZNAGLE, 
Treasurer School Board. 
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was elected by a city council 


that of Mr. Doolittle. 


Barney NSpitznagle, treas- 
urer of the LaFayette 
school board, whose portrait 
is given herewith, is a native 
of Germany. He com- 
menced his business career 
as a shoemaker in his native 
land, but young and ambi- 
tious he came to America, 
and by industry, he has ad- 
vanced step by step until he 
has acquired a comfortable 
fortune and is senior mem- 
ber of a large and prosperous 
firm. Mr. Spitznagle is not 
only a good business man 
but he is one of the best 
hearted men that one often 
meets, and no one envies 
him the goodly share of this 
world’s goods which he has 
accumulated. Mr. Spitz- 
nagle is a democrat. He 
served at one time for six 
years as water-works trustee 
of LaFayette. 


Dr. William S. Walker, 
secretary of the LaFayette 
school board and whose 
portrait appears herewith, 
was elected to the office of 
school trustee last June. 
He is a living example of 
the maxim that, “The more 
one has to do the more he 
can do.” Although the doc- 
tor probably has as large a 
medical practice as any 
member of his profession in 
Indiana, yet he has served 
through several terms 
as councilman of his ward, and has served upon 
some of the most important committees. He has 
brought to the school board that same uoverring 
judgment and grasp of affairs that has made him 
so successful as a practitioner in his chosea profes- 
sion. 

Mr. Edward Ayres, superintendent of La Fayette 
public school, and whose portrait is given here- 
with, is a graduate of 
Amherst College, and 
was formerly superin- 
tendent of schvols of 
Warren, Mass. This 
is his third year as 
superintendent of La 
Fayette schools. Al- 
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of opposite political faith to . 








though a young man, Mr. Ayres is regarded a 
one of the leading city school superintendents of 
the state, and the citizens of La Fayette feel that 
no mistake wes made when he was called to pre- 
side over the schools of their city. 


INDIANA NOTES. 


The State Board of Education in Indiana con- 
sists of surerintendents of the city schools of the 
three largest cities in the state, the president of 
Purdue University, Indiana State University and 
the State Normal School and the State Superin- 
tendent of Public Instruction. This boaid pre- 
pares the questions upon which teachers are ex- 
amined for license. 

In Indiana, under the new school book law, the 
School Board reczives the books and is required to 
store them and sell them without compensation. 
The following are the prices charged children for . 
books : 


Pe NED 060 bkcs- eescksed Wisensoaten 10 cents 
Second reader............. vevecusesesawe 15 cents 
fy Se ere ere err” 25 cents 
Fourth reader............. pensdg onde seed 30 cents 
Pe PI aie deca sin ote! cecceesgceectan 40 cents 
Elementary arithmetic................... 35 cents 
Complete arithmetic...............e.005- 45 cents 
Elementary geography...............000. 30 cents 
OOMPISW GOGRCGODY 5 oiscidcscccccsvivadicaes 75 cents 


In Indiana, on petition of twenty citizens, city 
school boards are obliged to open a night school, 
which persons between fourteen and thirty years 
may attend. 

Indiana has a permanent school fund of over 
nine million dollars, being larger than that of any 
stute in the union. J. ‘I’. Merrill, now superiutend- 
ent of public schools of Cedar Rapids, Ia., was 
superintendent of La Fayette schools for twenty 
years, 

A few statistics from representative Indiana cities 

COMPENSATION OF CLERK OF SCHOOL BOARD. 


Evansville, $600 per year; Ft. Wayne, librar- 
ian is also clerk; Richmond, $390 per year In- 
dianapolis, $800 per year; La Fayette, $150 per 
year. ¥ 

RATE OF LOCAL LEVIES ON THE $100. 

Evansville, 23 cents; Ft. Wayne, 19 cents; Rich- 
mond, 42 cents; Indianapolis, 20 cents; La Fayette, 
19 cents. 

SALARY OF SUPERINTENDENT. 

Evansville, $2,750; Ft. Wayne, $2,500; Richmond, 

$2 200; Indianapolis, $3,000; La Fayette, $1,800. 
SALARY OF MEMBERS OF SCHOOL BOARD. 


Evansville, $200 per year for secretary and presi- 
dent, $800 per year for treasurer; Ft. Wayne, $250 
per yeareach; Richmond, $100 per year each; In- 
dianapolis, nothing; La Fayette, $150 per year each. 

COST OF FUEL PER YEAR. 

Evansville, $2,326.25; Ft. Wayne, 
$1,600; Richmond, $2,53440; In- 
dianapolis, not at hand; La 
Fayette, $2,400. 


bo 


(See page 10.) 


LAFAYETTE HIGH SCHOOL AND LIBRARY. 


Cost of building, $30,000; seating capacity assembly room, 150; four recitation rooms and laboratory in basement; heated and 
ventilated by the Smead system; exceptionally well lighted and ventilated. 
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RECENT TEXT BOOK ADOPTIONS. 


Springfield, O.—Commercial Law by Clark, for 
the high school. 

Salt Lake City, Utah, Jobnson’s History of the 
United States for the high school. 

Milwaukee, Wis.— Meservey’s Double Entry 
Bookkeeping, 60 cents, exchange for J. C. Bryant’s, 
30 cents; White’s Primary Number Cards. 

The Little Rock, Ark., School Board awarded a 
contract for desk books for teachers’ use to the 
Wilson & Webb Stationary Co. of that city. 

West Hoboken, N. J.—Committee on Books and 
Stationary reported having procured: 75 Swinton’s 
second readers, 38 Swinton’s third readers, 66 
Swinton’s fourth readers, 35 Swinton’s fifth read- 
ers, 90 Barnes histories, 38 Scudders histories, 25 
French-English grammars, 72 German-English 
grammars. 

Joliet, lll, Board of Education adopted Cogs- 
well’s Lessons in Numbers. 

Philadelphia, Pa.— Meservey’s Single Entry 
Bookkeeping for eighth grade. 

Brooklyn, N. ¥—The Committee on School Books 
to whom were referred communications from vari- 
ous publishers, recommended that the following be 
added to the list of text-books: 

Silver, Burdette & Co.: The Elements of Lan- 
guage and Grammar, 45 cents; Studies in English 
Grammar, 55 cents; Advanced Arithmetic, 60 cents; 
Keyes’ Principles of Civil Government, 40 cents; 
Lilley’s Elements of Algebra, 94 cents; Cecilian 
Series of Study and Song, Book II, per copy, 50 
cents; Cecilian Series of Study and Song, Book III, 
per copy, 7@ cents; Sunshine Melodies, 30 cents; 
Child Life in Song, per copy, 50 cents. 

Porter & Coates: Ellis Complete School History 
of the United States, 80 cents. 

Pond & Co.: Sacred and Patriotic Hymns and 
Carols, 16 cents. 


Racine, Wis.— Adopted: Collar’s Eysenbach’s 
German Lessons; Laughlin’s Political Economy, to 
take the place of Chapin’s; Smith’s English Lite- 
rature and selections from the English Classic 
series of Effingham, Maynard & Co.; the Modern 
Classic series and Riverside literature series of 
Houghton, Mifflin & Co.; the Student’s series of 
English classics of Leach, Shewell & Sanhorn, and 
the classics for Children series of Ginn & Co.; Cogs- 
well’s Lessons in Numbers. 


Seattle, Wash.—Copy books by Judson P. Wil- 
son. ‘T'wo distinctive features, it is claimed of 
these books, make them an advantage over the old 
style copy book. Small wire rings are adjusted in 
one end of the book so that the pages can be turned 
back and the tablet always assumes a flat position. 
Colored lines which are calculated to aid the young 
writer in gauging the height of letters are also a 
new idea. Mr. Wilson has introduced in the 
schools here a new system of writing not in accord- 
ance with the old methods. He does not teach pu- 
pils to shade letters, but makes a point of making 
form and speed in writing the essential matters and 
strives to cultivate speed at the outset, conceiving 
it to be the most practical method. 


An effort is made in Lilinois whereby school di- 
rectors and superintendents shall be empowered to 
purchase books for the schools, to be sold to the 
pupils at a slight advancs on publishers’ rates. 


The School Directors’ Association of Franklin 
county Pa. have resolved that it 1s the sense of the 
directors of Franklin county that the text books of 
public schools in the county should be uniform and 
furnished free for the schools. 





. 


SHE WROTE AT ONCE! 


And 80 have thousands of other teach- 
ers. Every new subscriber to the SoHooL 
BOARD JOUBNAL receives /ree a beautiful 
engraving showing all the State Superin- 
tendents of Public Instruction now hold- 
ing office in the United States. This en- 
graving is suitable for framing and makes 
an appropriate ornament for any office or 
home. Subscribe to-day. Only $1. 








TEXT BOOK NEWS. 





Some of the Kentucky journals are attacking 
“Macy’s Civil Government.” 

A communication to the New York board of ed- 
ucation asking that her book “A Century of Pres- 
idents” be added to the list of text-books was 
referred. 

Among the benefits mentioned in this plan are 
prompt supply of books to the children, increased 
attendance through inability to buy books, gener- 
ous supply and absolute uniformity. If it is right 
and just for the community to furnish buildings, 
desks, tables, chairs, ink, crayons, erasers, black- 
boards, etc, it is right for them to furnish the re- 
mainder, and especially when it can be done 
cheaper and makes the schools better. 

At the meeting of the Ohio State Association of 
County Examiners a resolution was adopted call- 
ing upon the Legislature to amend the laws s0 as to 
favor free text books in the public schools. 

Commissioner White moved in the Auburn, N. 
Y., board meeting that a committee of three, of 
which Commissioner Hosmer should be one, be ap- 
pointed to arrange for proper legislation to allow 
the board to inaugurate the free text book system. 
Carried. 

The school board of Washington, D. C., passed a 
resolution asking for an amendment of the free 
text book law, so as toallow the use of these books 
by poor pupils in the seventh and eighth grades; 
also the appointment of a custodian of free text 
books and supplies. 

The Hay substitute for the senate bill on school 
books has been adopted by the legislature of Ken- 
tucky. It gives county superintendents the right 
to select the text books to be used in their coun- 
ties, and the state superintendent the right to rec- 
ommend the books, fix the prices to be charged by 
publishers, etc. 

Many of the school superintendents of Indiana 
are dissatisfied with the text books now in use in 
that state. At a recent meeting the following reso- 
lution was adopted: “That this association asks 
modification of the present law respecting school 
text books. The law should be amended so as to 
permit towns and cities to adopt supplementary 
school texts and the law should permit greater lat- 
itude to the state board of education in the matter 
of prices of school books and free text books should 
be embodied in the law.” Adopted. 

Among the important matters to be considered by 
the legislature of North Dakota is the question cf 
text-books. The Grand Forks board of education 
adopted a resolution in favor of free text-books. 
A bill is being prepared by a committee of the state 
educational assocation, while complete details are 
not yet fully determined, it is understood the bill 
will provide for free text books with district adop- 
tion and purchase, also a provision whereby counties 
so desiring may have uniformity throughout the 
county, each district to purchas after selection 
by the county board. 

Ata recent meeting of the superintendents of 
California the present system of publishing school 
books was discussed and condemned by some of 
those present. No action, however, was taken. At 
several of the teachers’ meetings resolutions were 
adopted which held that the matter contained in 
the state text books was of an inferior quality and 
faulty in arrangement; that they were more expen- 
sive than any other reputable series would be, and 
asking the legislature to abolish them. The press 
as arule upholds the system and claims that the 
teachers are in league with publishers. 

The text of the free text-book law just passed by 
the Vermont legislature is as follows: The school di- 
rectors in every town and city shall purchase, at the 
expense of such town or city text-books and other 
supplies used in public schools, and such text- books 
and supplies shall be loaned to the pupils of said 
public schools free of charge, subject to such rules 
and regulations as to care and custoday as the school 
directors may prescribe. Pupils supplied with text- 
books at the time of the passage of this act shall 


not be supplied with similar books by the school 
directors until needed. This act shall take effect 
upon the first day of April, 1893. 

Maine, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Dela- 
ware and Nebraska make it obligatory to supply all 
school children with free text books. Vermont, 
New Jersey. Pennsylvania and Wisconsin make it 
optional for school districts to supply free text 
books. The great cities of New York and Phila- 
delphia, and some towns in Rhode Island, supply 
free text books. Connecticut, Maryland, Ohio, In- 
diana, Illinois, Michigan, several cities of Missouri, 
Colorado, California and Washington supply free 
books to indigent scholars only. In the whole, or 
part of at least, twenty-one states in the Union 
school books are in whole or in part supplied free 
to scholars, and in the whole or part of eleven 
states text books are entirely free. 

School-book publishers will be interested in the 
recommendations in the annual report of the state 
superintendent of education of South Carolina. 
Every five years the state board of examiners 
adopts a list of books for use in the public schools 
and makes a contract with publishers to supply 
them at certain rates. The present contract was 
made in 1888 and expires next September. Under 
it the retail dealers were to get 1624 per cent. dis- 
count. Since then the prices have been reduced 
and the discount has increased to 20 per cent. Su- 
perintendent Mayfield recommends that the state 
board be given power to strike from the list any 
book not sold at the agreed retail price, or on 
which the agreed discount is not allowed to the re- 
tail dealers, and that the publishers be required, 
at the discretion of the state board of examiners, 
to keep one or more depositories of their books 
within the state, where they can be obtained at the 
agreed prices without delay and with a proper dis- 
count to the trade. 

The Philadelphia board of education at its last 
meeting wrestled with the subject of adding more 
text books to the already greatly swollen list. It 
was shown in tbe course of the debate that there 
were already more than 300 “readers” of all grades 
on the board’s list, and it was contended that the 
proposition to increase the number by the adoption 
of a number of new ones was not only unnecessary 
but unwise. It is only a few years since the board 
entered upon the wholesale adoption of text books. 
Naturally advantage was taken of the tendency to 
multiply them. Publishers from every purt of the 
country sent in samples of their publications, 
which, save in very few instances, were reported 
upon favorably by the committee on text books 
and ordered to be put upon the list, although a 
large number have never been used in the schools 
or if used, in a very limited sense. The chairmar 
of the committee on text hooks reported that a 
complete examination of the books now in use was 
now in process,in order that the least valuable 
might be pointed out and stricken from the list, 
and only those retained that are found to possess 
superior merit. 

The State Teachers’ Association of Wyoming 
discuesed text book legislation at its mid-winter 
meeting. The uniform system is approved and a 
plan of free text books favored. J.C. Adams, su- 
perintendent, of Cheyenne, advocates the “Free 
Text Book Law,” which authorizes districts to 
purchase all school books and supplies used in any 
school and furnish them free to the pupils of the 


district so long as needed, still remaining the / 


property of the district. The plan furnishes little 
opportunity for speculation or jobbery because of 
the nearness of the agent to those whom he serves. 
Neither is it an experiment, for it has been in op- 
eration in Philadelphia for seventy-four years, in 
New York city for over fifty years, and Boston 
closes a report upon the subject after seven years’ 
trial with the following comparisons as to cost per 
pupil per annum: 

Primary grade, first four years, free text books, 23 cents; 
individual ownership. $1.55. Grammar grade, second four 
years, free text books, $1.01; individual ownership, $5.29. 


High school, free text books, $3.11; individual ownership, 
$6.75. 
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The Brooklyn board of education has received 
the following propositions from publishers: 

From Ginn & Co.: Proposing to furnish the 
Children’s Primer at 20c. Children’s First Reader 
at 20. Stickney’s Fifth Reader at 50c. Gina & Co.’s 
Writing Books, tracing course, at 60c. Ginn 
& Co.’s Writing books, grammar course at 80c. 

From Porter & Coates: Proposing to furnish 
Ellis’s Complete School History of the U. S. at 80c 

From the American Book Co.: Proposing to fur- 
nish White’s New Course in Art Instructin Nos. 1 
to 3, at 80c. per doz. White’s New Course in Art 
Instruction, Nos. 4 to 9, at $1.44 per doz. White's 
Outlines for primary grades at 20c. per copy, 
White’s Outlines for grammar grades et 12c per 
copy. 

Fron the Boston School Supply Co.: Proposing 
to furnish the following readers, viz.: Beal’s Foods 
and Beverages at 50c. Cliffords Everyday Occu- 
pations at 50c. Parkers Man and Materials at 50c. 
Lewis’s Modern Industries and Commerce at 50c. 
Wood’s Natural History Reader,: First Reader 20c. 
Second Reader 30c. Third Reader 42c. Fourth 
Reader 54c. Fifth Reader 54c. Sixth Reader 5ic. 

From Leach, Shewell & Sanborn: Proposing to 
furnish Tilden’s Commercial Geography, at 85c, : 
Sargent’s Hour of Song, at 70c.; Hale’s Stories for 
Children, at 33c.; Southward and Goddard’s First 
Lessons in Language, at 30c.; George Elliot’s Silas 
Marner, at 35c.; Introduction to the writings of 
John Ruskin, at 45c. 

From Clayton F. Summy: Proposing to furnish 
his music chart at $3. Chart Music Paper at 50c. 
per dozen sheets ; music pad of 100 sheets at 15c.: 
of 50 sheets at 10c. 

From Potter & Putnam: Proposing to furnish 
their New Script Primer at 18c. 

From Harper & Bros: Proposing to furnish Hill’s 
Foundations of Rhetoric at 75c. 

From Harper & Bros.: Proposing to furnish 
Conant’s Primer of Spanish Literature, cloth 
binding, at 23c.; Conants Primer of German Liter- 
ature, cloth binding, at 23c. 

All referred to the Committee on School Books. 

The Brooklyn board of education received the 
following propositions from publishers, which were 
referred to the committee on school books: From 
Harper & Bros.—Proposing to furnish Lewis’ Ele- 
mentary Latin Dictionary, half leather, at $1.50 
per copy; Liddell & Scott’s Intermediate Greek 
Lexicon, sheep, at $3 per copy. 

From the American Book Co.—Proposing to 
furnish LeConte’s Compend of Geology at 6c. 
per copy. 

From Blackie & Son—Asking that the following 
be placed on the text book list: Applied Mechanics, 
by David A. Low, 60c.; Light, Heat and Sound, by 
C. H. Draper, 60c.; Theoretical Mechanics, by R. H. 
Pinkertun, 60c.; Algebraic Factors, by Dr. T. W. 
Knight, 45c.; Euclid, by A. E. Layng, $1.35; Trig- 
onometry, by R. H. Pinkerton, 60c.; Earth Knowl- 
edge, part one, by W. J. Harrison, 45c.; Arithmetic 
of Magnetism and Electricity, by Robert Gunn, 
75c.; Dynamics and Hydrostatics, by R. H. Pinker- 
ton, $1.05; Principles of Agriculture, part one, by 
R. P. Wright, 30c.; Principlesof Agriculture, part 
two, by R. P. Wright, 45c.; Calculus, by W. J. Mil- 
lar, 45c.; Magnetism and Electricity, by W. G. 
Baker, 30c.; Mathematical Wrinkles, by Dr. W. T. 
Knight, 75c; Elementary Physiology, by V. T. 
Murche, 60c.; Text Book Physiology, by Mc- 
Gregor Robertson, $1.20; Mensuration, by James 
Martin, 25c. 

From Wm. B. Harison—Proposing to furnish 
Hendrick’s History of the Empire State at 60c per 
copy. 

From Silver, Burdett & Co.—Proposing to fur- 
nish the following: Normal Course in English: 
The Elements of Language and Grammar at 45c. 
per copy; Studies in English Grammar at 55c. per 
copy. The Normal Course in Number: Ad- 
vanced Arithmetic at 60c. per copy. Supplement- 
ary Reader: World and Its People, book 5, Mod- 
ern Europe, at 50c. per copy. Music: Cecilian 
Series of Study and Song, book II., at 50c. per 
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copy; book III., at 70c. percopy. Sunshine Melo- 
dies at 30c. per copy. Child Life in Song at 50c. 
per copy. Civil Government: Mowry’s Elements 
of Civil Government, N. Y. ed., at 75c. per copy. 
Keyes’ Principles of Civil Government at 40c. per 
copy. Select English Classics: Six Centuries of 
English Poetry at 75c. per copy. Manual Training: 
Hand-book of Slojd (Salamon) at $1.25 per copy. 
Physiology: Stowell’s Primer of Health at 30c. 
per copy. Stewell’s Essentials of Health at 70c. 
percopy. Algebra: Lilley’s Elements of Algebra 
at 94c. per copy. 

John E. Potter & Co.—Potter’s Elementary Geog- 
raphy, pupils’ edition, at 50c. per copy. Potter’s 
Elementary Geography, teachers’ edition, at 62c. per 
copy. Potter's Advanced Geograpby, teachers’ 
edition, at $1.25 percopy. Potter’s Advanced Geog- 
raphy, pupils’ edition, at $1 00 per copy. 

University Publishing Co.—Perrin’s Czesar’s Civil 
War at 83c. per copy. 

Houghton, Mifflin & Co.—Scott’s Lady of the 
Lake, (Riverside Literature, No. 54), double num- 
ber, at 22'4c. per copy. 


MINNESOTA’S TEXT BOOK AGITATION. 


The State of Minnesota is at present in a fever 
heat on the text book question. The five year con- 
tract with the D. D. Merrill Co., for supplying 
schoo! books has expired and the legislature which 
convenes at St. Paul during the present month will 
take up the matter. The press as well as the lead- 
ing educators of the state demand free text books. 
Public sentiment it appears has drifted that way 
and it is fair to assume at this time that Minnerota 
will have a free text book law. It will remain for 
the legislature to determine whether this is to take 
the form of state uniformity or county and district 
uniformity. 

The free text book law asked for by the educators, 
was based, primarily, on the financial ability of the 
state to give free books, next on the educational 
advantages, but, most of all on the guaranteed 
effect that such a law will give, that it will 
greatly increase the number of children who are 
brouvht into the enjoyment of school privileges, 
and thus add to the improvement of the state by 
adding to the intelligence of the people. P 


As to the first point the state’s immense school 
fund resources are pointed to as settling the matter 
beyond any question. The ability of the state so 
to do is incressing in a rapid rate. The superin- 
tendent’s office distributed, at its last disbursement 
$796,000, and was informed by the auditor’s office 
that the fund would have warranted the office in 
calling for nearly $100.000 more. The school had 
last year a round $1,000,000, and the fund will this 
year yield $1,000,000. The statistics of cost of 
school privileges show that it costs but 40 cents for 
books to send a child to school for 40 days, and the 
cost for teachers and books combined is $3.40. This 
can be eosily provided from the state’s resources. 


THE EDUCATIONAL ADVANTAGES. 


The educational advantages were thus sum- 
marized: 

1. There is absolute uniformity for the district, 
which is all the uniformity that is necessary, the 
books being a part of the apparatus of a school. 

2. The books are ready for all the pupils at the 
opening of the school. This isa great gain. It is 
no uncommon thing for days and even weeks of the 
short term of a country school to be made almost 
useless because children have no books. 

3. By this plan children can be put into classes 
best suited to them. 

On the point of increased attendance, or increase 
in the numbers admitted to educational advantages, 
the state superintendent estimates, from actual ex- 
periments, especially in the county of Becker, that 
it would bring 20,000 more children into the schools, 
and do this at a saving of $40,000 a year on the 
actual] outlay for books. 

On the interesting question of the supposed value 
of the contract, Mr. Merrill said: 





“We have received for books under our state contract in t2e 
15 years $388,800. From other sales, on account of the contract, 
about $170,000, a total of $550,000, or about $87,000a year. When 
we began there were 3,515 school districts in the state outside of 
the cities, and there are now 5,858, districts._,Wefhave sold 
therefore, about $120 perschool district on{the7average;to the 
profits, I will say that they are less on school_books than on 
other branches of merchandise.” 

Of the 200 blanks which were sent out to other 
cities where free text books are in use perhaps 50 
to 75 have been returned. The letter M in Mr. 
Jordan’s letter file was taken as indicating on an 
average the character of the replies. It is not in- 
tended at this time to give anything more than a 
general indication of the inquiries made and the 


TREND OF THE REPLIES, 


Tbe M’s cover answers from Massachusetts, 
Maine, Montana, Mississippi and Michigan. 

Massachusetts, of ‘all the states in the Union, 
seems tu be in the lead in free text books. Showing 
the effect of the free text book system upon the 
enrollment and regularity of attendance of the 
schools the following answers are interesting: 

Malden, Mass.—Estimate increase of 10 per cent 

Clinton, Mass.—Enrollment increased; attendance improved. 

Fall River, Mass.—The attendance in the high school has 
greatly increased, something like 30 per cent. Inthe upper 
grades of grammar schools the attendance has also increased. 

Chelsea, Mass. -It improves it materially particularly in the 
higher grades. 

Waltham, Mass.—I think it has a beneficial effect upon both. 

Fitchburg, Mass High echools and higher classes of gram. 
mar grades increased 30 per cent, 
* Springfield, Mass.--Can not tell, Our compulsory law regula- 
tes that largely. I should think it certainly had the effect of 
increasing attendance. P 

Helena, Mass.--Has not adopted the free text book system, 
but Supt. R. G. Young says he thinks free text books would in- 
crease attendance, 


From Vicksburg, Miss. -comes the same kind of a reply. 
Supt E. W. Wright writes thatin his judgment free text books 
would increase the attendance. 

Bay City, Mich., reports—Our schools have improved in all 
these respects (regularily of attendance and increased enroll- 
ment). 

Lansing, Mich , on the other hand, reports the belief that 
free text books would have no increase, although the experi- 
ment has never been tried there. 

Portland, Me.-- Where free books are in use reports “no effect” 
upon enrollment. 

Bangor, Me.—Increased attendance in upper grades. 

Biddéford, Mo.—It has enabled mantiy'to-attend school who 
otherwise could not. , 

The saving in first cost of beoks is given in © 
various ways. Springfield, Mass., reports cost of 
text books from $1.08 to $1.16 per pupil per year. 
The books last on an average three years. In Fitch- 
burg the books last from two to six years—two in 
primary grades and six in high schools. North- 
larapton, Mass., estimates saving on first purchase 

'20 per cent; books last from two to tive years. The 


‘other replies are nearly all in confirmation of these 


' figures. 


In Boston the books last from three to 


eight and ten years. The free book system was be- 


. gun eight years ago. 


? 


In every instance the verdict has been-that the 


' books are better cared for under the free book sys- 


tem than when they were the property of the chil- 
dren. The reason given is that the teacher is better 
able to control the pupils and can demand that the 
books be kept neat. 

THE ONE OBJECTION. 


One objection that is urged against free books is 
the claim that free books would spread cortagion. 

The reports upon this point are almost unanimous- 
ly against the theory. In most of the schools where 
the pupil bas been‘taken ill with scarlet fever the 
books are burned. Everywhere the taxpayer is 
reasonably well satisfied. In most places he says 
nothing, but pays his taxes for school purposes with 
out a murmur. Supt. C. L. Hunt, of Clinton, 
Mass, writesin reply to the question whether the 
taxpayers are satisfied: “O. K. in Massachusetts.” 

The question: “What grounds would you give 
in favor of freegtext books?” furnishes no end of 
important facts upon the subject.¥ At ‘random one 
reply is taken. It is: 

“All scholars} are supplied, when school begins. 
It increases attendance; books are better cared for; 
it is more economical; it makes the schools free in 
fact as well as in name.” 








SINGLE SESSIONS. 


A petition from the students of the Milwaukee 
High School to the school board of that city to 
change from the two-session plan tothe one-session 
per day, prompted the principal to get information 
as to the custom in other cities, with the following 
result : 
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Philadelpbia ......... 9 12 25 12 25 2 
Baltimore .............. 9 12 30 12 30 2:30 
Kansas City............ 9 12 40 12 40 2 
ee 12 20 12 20 2 
Washington........... 9 11.40 30 12.10 2 
New Orleans aad : 45 2:15 
Syracuse................. 8.30 5 m. recess bet’n each of 6 per’d 1 
SID ddecaiiicsessasess 9 12.30 30 1 2:30 
PE tntcadctivcassins - © 12.15 45 1 2.30 
| Ee 9 11.30 120 130 3.45 
Lowell aie 8.30 5 m. recess. 1 
Columbus............. a 8.30 12 30 12.30 130 
Fall River.............. 8 45 40 1.45 
Louisville-summer 8.15 11.15 45 1.15 
Louisville--winter.. 8.45 45 1.45 
Alleghany.............. 9 3m. only tochange classes. 1 
Evansville.............. 8.45 11.45 105 1.30 4 
IIE cicssncassoseoses 8.30 11 45 105 130 1 
Grand Rapids,Mich 9 11 45 90 1.15 3.30 
TM ekihcads sh secessds sees 9 11 90 105 1.15 3.30 
Naabville ............... 9 15 m. between each class 2 
Ms tisidegssc ccc °O OO 130 
Jersey City............ 9 11.45 75 1 3 
Indianapolis.......... 8 30 11 45 75 1 4 
Cambridge.... ia Ce 30 1.30 
Paterson, N. J. ...... 9 12 30 12.30 2.30 
New Haven............ 8.30 two 15 m. recesses. 1 
PR inssccccsccsccess 9 1135 20 1155 1.30 
Wilmingto> ........... 9 12 30 12 30 230 
Rochester, N. Y...... 8.5 12.40 norecess upper Classes 12 40 
& e First year pupils 1.10 4.35 
Los Angeles............. 9 11.50 50 12 40 3 
Brooklyn ............... 9 12 30 12.30 230 
San Francisco........ 9 12 60 1 3 
Richmond, Va........ 845 1140 30 12.10 2.45 
Cleveland, O........... 9 12 30 12.30 2 
Db cccsesticiccss Gad no recess 1.30 
Dayton, O.. ............ 8.30 11.30 15 m.recess 1.30 4 
each session 
Des Moines............ 9 12.20 30 12.50 2.20 


The petition was not granted, neither was the 
time for recess, which is one and half hour, short- 
ened. 

At the request of the teachers of the Lansing, 
Mich., public schools, the board of education of 
that city has prepared arguments for and against 
the one-session plan and parents of the pupils have 
been called upon to send their answers to the 
board of education, which at its next meeting will 
decide either for or against the plan. 

Superintendent Smith reported to the Bay City, 
Mich , board of education that he had been experi- 
menting with regard to the hour of opening ses- 
sions at the high school. This matter also created 
a great deal of talk. Formerly the schoot opened 
a $:30, and closed at 1:30, but now the hours are 
feem 8:15 until 1:40, with fifteen minutes for re- 
cess He recommended that the present plan be 
continued until February. Mr. Stoddard said he 
had made inquiries and was convinced that it was 
not a good plan. He further said that the teach- 
ers only worked four hours and ten minutes per 
day and that it was not enough. No school in 
- Michigan had such short hours. From letters re- 
ceived from other large cities in the state it was 
learned that the rule was five hours. In justice to 
the public schools Mr. Stoddard argued that more 
time should be required from the teachers. He 
claimed that they should devote at least one hour 
at the building during the afternoon to assist pu- 
pils who were struggling to keep up with their 
classes. The subject was finally disposed of by the 
adoption of a resolution in accordance with the 
above suggestion. 


The Indianapolis school board will carry its own 
insurance except that on the library building. 

The Wichita, Kans., school board will place about 
$200,000 worth of insurance on its school buildings. 
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PRESENT SALARIES PAID TO SUPERIN- 
TENDENTS AND PAINCIPALS 
EVERYWHERE. 


Continued. 

The question of salaries has occupied the atten- 
tion of a number of school buards in the United 
States. In every case the question first asked is : 
“What do they pay in other cities?” 

The School Board Journal sent out a large num- 
ber of letters to other cities, inquiring as to the 
salaries paid both to principals and teachers. We 
take up the principal’s salaries first and in the next 
number will publish those of the teachers. We also 
give with each city the population as given in the 
last census report, thus enabling a better basis for 
comparison. 
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; 25 2 #83 o23 288 
Names of Cities. 2° oo oe = 
g %& OMS “8s “ka 
Freeport. Ill.............:+0+10,189 $2,160 $1,000 WOOD sassse 
Sioux Falls, S. Dak......... 10,177 2,400 1,300 650 650 
Natchez, Miss 1,200 er satin 
Morticoke, Pa............sc00 1004 1,500 750 500 500 
Anneston, Ala..........00ceee 9,998 1,200 i: rrr ere 400 
Lawrence, KaA&s.............+++ 9.997 16°U 1,600 Ce. dats 
Japlin., MO.........cccccccercocees 9,943 1,500 1,000 720 450 
Ee BRI, Fis sasiccsdc sicses sviecs 9.855 1 300 800 ae sss 
Owensboro, Ky ..........-0000 9.837 1,980 1,050 425 425 
i) a errr 9.803 1.500 ae 8§6 kx. eee 
Amesbury, MAsSS......... «..- 9.798 500 1,500 SOO ssssee 
POINT, Tis Tas ssisiccesessssss 9 778 360 1,300 1.000 400 
POGKSVILG, Ni. Yeccccccccscsss. 9676 an. on ere 
Meadville, Pa...........ccee+ 9 520 1,800 800 : err 
POMITE, Th F ccvcssrisisecscess 9,416 1,800 1,500 600 400 
Manchester. Va2...........+ 9,246 320 1,000 De nade 
8S. Framingham................+ 9,239 1,300 1,890 1,000 450 
Katikakee, 1)....c0c.....csccee 9.025 1 980 1,100 450 450 
Middleton, Conn.............. 9,015 ae eee 
PERGIIGG, TAG cs cccrssiecssacsens a ee ee ee emer 
Mankato, Minn................. 8,838 1,700 1.000 540 540 
Milford. Mass.........0......0... 8,780 2,040 1,680 800 666.60 
Town Spencer, Mass......... 8,747 1.3 1,300 600 400 
Chippewa Falls, Wis........ Som Ue tas 8=©6 een 55 
CR, Thy B siskacesscesniecss 8 590 ae? Avie “aver —sieas 
CPT. TE OD ccssscscsssscccnss 8,55 2.500 pide wend 
Virginia, NeV..........cccceee 8.511 2.500 1,600 OUP) vakess 
Es i ccssassecsssvicsssecces 8.327 2,200 ik | 
Dunmore, P&......00...ccecccees 8.315 1,100 1,100 600 500 
PGE, FORicscsciscvssccssccsssece 8,251 2,266.20 1,101 750 650 
Delaware, O 8,224 1,800 900 650 500 
Frederick, Md...........ccccss 8,193 1,200 ome heeas 600 
Rockland, Me@..............006 8,174 900 1,200 1,187.50 __...... 
Hot Springs, Ark.............. 8,086 1,500 a Meee. eorets 
Kearney, Neb..............+00. 8,074 1,700 LG. esses 600 
Clarksvilie, Tenn.............. 7,924 1,800 750 600 500 
BOOM WOOE, TICT...06sccc5.5065 TED ssssees 1,800 650 600 
CUPIIBIE Fikes sissies ssccscese0 TO <n 600 600 350 
BUTTE, Dias ctscciscsesssccseese 7,607 1,800 850 Cee tus 
Geneva, N. Y 7.557 2.000 2.000 600 400 
Emporia, Kas.............:.s000+ 7,551 1,500 1,125 wa téuzy) 
Grand Island, Neb............ 7,536 2.160 950 900__...... 
Ludington, Mich...... .... 7.517 1,200 900 600 550 
POI, Des. Bh siscescisscesescsecis 7,446 500 1,700 600 400 
DEE, COM ivsiisscsiscssessen 7,382 900 1,500 AG asaaes 
Lock Haven, Penn............ 7,358 1,100 1,000 | ereen 
Leominster, Mass..........-... 7,269 2,250 1,500 55 40 
Dedham, MABSS.........-...++++ 7,123 1,900 1,800 1,300 1,100 
POT, Disicaseccsscssesecsenes 7,070 2,124 700 £00 700 
BATTS Wo ivcssssssccctesscseccasses eos 1,200 100... 
Escanaba, Mich..............- 6,803 1,500 650 600 425 
Bethlehem, Pa&.............++++ 6,762 1,200 800 650 450 
Fremont, NeD..........0see++ 6,747 1,500 1,050 600 600 
Columbus, Ind..............000 6,719 2,100 800 Ce seus 
Gainesville, Tex............... 6,594 2,400 1,111 850 750 
Circleville, O...ccccscccccscceses Cone See te kes siainae 
Bs Wr eicxsacbinivccexensdeasess 6.753 600 500 450 450 
BRROTRG, Tiss cccisiccccscsessscscess 6,520 2 000 900 ae 
Faribault, Minn 3 520 2,136 1,000 600 550 
Bennington, Vt Rit) | 15 600 arene 
GU, Diisnniiniiinnss C86 1,800 i 
BATE, BB ssesccccisiecescsscese Saeed a tas te 
NINE, WE iain stacinesses setgece 6 315 100 1,500 500 400 
QW, HBB inccccssssseces ss... 6.248 1,400 1,400 re 
Cheboygan, Micb.............. 6 235 1,100 Te auaiay. wuiede 
FRAME Pics cccccscescsss cc00e. 6,221 1,600 1,400 720 405 
RE, Ge eisictcscescsssxess eee weet 1,25 700 700 
ee eer 6 149 Le tet «mi same 
Blackstone, Mass.............. 6,138 800 1,000 540 288 
Brunswick, Mass.............. 6,012 +480 1,560 780 360 
Manchester, Ia............++0++ 2,344 1,100 we Rides 495 
Danvers, MA@SS...........-:+00+ ae 1 400 Lee. * wins 
BRR s Tis vesasns coisecensseses Bete ttassew 1,350 aoe 





*And residence. +tAnd expenses. 


The sum of $2.50 will hereafter be allowed to 
special teachers for car fare by the school board of 
Duluth, Minn. 

The Duluth, Minn., school board has fixed the 
high echool tution fee at $25.00 per year. 


NEW FACES AT THE DESKS. 


ELECTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS EVERYWHERE. 


Alexandria, D. C.: Supt.—K. Kemper. 

Oak Park, Ili., Member—J. F. (Cleveland 

Newport, Ky.: Member—Frank Spencer 

Port Huron, Mich.: Member--Anton H, Nern. 

Buffalo. N Y.: Superintendent—Prof. Emmerson. 
Minneapolis, Min».: Member--Mrs. Jennie ©. Crays. 
Huntsville, Mo.: Superintendent—Prof. A. R Settle 
Olympia, Wash.: Thurston Co. Supt —Miss Amy Case. 
Minneapolis, Minn.: Supt. Hennepin Co —J. A. Lewis. 
Deer Lodge, Mont.: Co. Supt.—Miss Elizabeth L. Thomson. 


Lake City, Minn: President—N.C. Pike Member: R. H. 
Moore. ‘ 


Chicago, Ill.: Members—-Gen. Geo. W: Stanford, Wm. D. 
Preston. : 

Hagerstown, Md : President--John D. Swartz. Secretary-- 
Frank W. Mish. 

Spokane. Wash.: President—J. J. Browne. Vice President— 
M. F. Mendentall. New member—C. A. Grier. : 

Omaha, Neb.: Members--H. C. Atkins, J, F. Burgess, Jos. T. 
Duryea, Henry Knodell and B, F. Thomas. 

Aberdeen, 8. D.: New board of trustees for the state agri- 
cultural college at Brookings as follows—E. T. Sheldon, of Mil- 
ler; Lars Larson, of Dell Rapids; Chas. Collins, of Brookings; 
John Geivey, of Watertown; J G. Carter, of Ipsw ch S. D 

Elmira, N. Y : The president announced the standing com- 
mittees for the year as follows: Finance—Arnot, Collin, Jenks. 
Teachers—Jenks, Copelund, Turner. Organization and Disci- 
pline—Moses. Parke. Battersby. Text Books—Parke, Arnot, 
Copeland. Buildings—Cooley, Jenks, Collin. Supplies Bat- 
tersby, Turner, Cooley Academy—Cc'lin, Woss, Arnot. Laws 
and Rules—Turner, Battersby, Parke. Visiting—Copeland, 
Cooley. Moss. 

Tacoma, Wash.: President--J. W. W. Morrison. Vice Presi- 
dent J. C Weatherred. Secretary- C. W. Mock, salary $135 
per month. President Morrison announced his committees as 
follows: Teachers and salaries—Messrs. Smith, Weatherred 
and Morrison. Puildings and grounds Weatherred. Strong 
and Clifford. Auditing and finance—Clifford. Smith ad 
Weatherred. Purchasing - Morrison, Clifford and Strong. 
Text-books and salaries— Strong, Morrison and Smith 

Meriden, Ct.: Chairman—Dr. C. H.S Davis. Secretary—Dr. 
J.T. Pettee. Examining Committee—J. T. Pettee. O. J. D. 
Hughes, C. H. S. Davis, A. W. Tracy,G H. Wilson. Text Rook 
Committee—C H S. Davis, Asher Anderson, F E. Sands, A. W. 
Tracy, George H. Lohmann. Truant Committee—A. W. Tracy, 
Asher Anderson, F. E, Sands, H. W. Hirschfeld. G. H. Lohmann. 
Sanitary Committee--O. J.D Hughes, M D.,G.H. Wilson, M. 
D., A W. Tracy, M D Committeeon Librariesand Apparatus 
—J. T. Pettee, Asher Anderson, O. J. D. Hughes. 

New York City: Members re-appointed by the mayor— 
Robert Maclay. James W. Gerard. R. Duncan Harris, Randolph 
Guggenburg, William Lummis and Charles B Hubbell New 
members—Wm. J. Van Arsdale, Geo. Livingston, Col Joseph A. 
Goulden The mayor also appointed the following inspectors 
of schools: First District—Louis H Muller. re appointed; Sec- 
ond District James K. Hogan, M. D., in place of Timothy 
Hayes; Third District—William Keyes, succeeding hiniself: 
Fourth District—Stephen Therry, succeeding himself: Fifth 
District- James G. Janeway, succeeding himself; Sixth District 
--Joseph H. Stiner, succeeding himself; Seventh District - 
Samuel Sanders. succeeding Jacob Fleischhauer; Eighth Dis- 
trict -Samuel E Duffy, succeeding himself. 

St. Louis, Mo.: President Blair of the -chool board appointed 
the following standing committees of the board for the year 
1892-93: Ways and Means— Messrs. L. J. Holthaus (chairman). 
Henry Hickman, William E Fisse. John W O’Connell. Walter 
J. Wait. Teachers Messis. W H. McClain (chairman), 
Henry Hickman, Richard Bartholdt, Chas W. Hequembourg 
John Sheehan, John H. Spinning John P. Collins Course of 
Study Messrs. Richard Bartholdt (chairman), John W O’Con- 
nell, Henry Hickman, F. W. Brockman, W. H. McClain. 
Ruilding Messrs. F. W Brockman (chairman), Robert Rut- 
ledge, Henry Troll, Chas H Huttig, L J Holthaus, John 
Brady (one vacancy) Lands and leasing—Messrs. Robert 
Rutledge (chairman), Henry Troll, Henry Bus, Louis J. Holt- 
haus, Chas. H. Huttig Library—Messrs. Walter J. Wait 
(chairman , Richard Rartholdt, Alex. Cudmore, F W. Brock- 
man, John W. O’Connell. Chas. W. Hequembourg, John H. 
Spinning. Supply—Messrs. John H fplnning (chairman), 
Alex Cudmore, William E. Fisse. John Brady, John Sheahan. 
Auditing—Messrs. Chas W. Hequembourg (chairman). Chas H. 
Huttig, Alex Cudmore. Rules—Messrs. William E. Fisse 

(chairman), Henry Bus, John Brady. Salary—Messrs John 
Sheahan (chairman), Walter J. Wait, John P. Collins. The 
president is ex-officio a member of all committees. 


Can feeble-minded children be excluded f:om the 
public schools? That question comes before the 
full bench of Supreme Judicial Court, in a novel 
case, in which Alexander Watson of Cambridge 
sues the city of Cambridge, Mass., to recover dam- 
ages for the action of the school committee of that 
city which excluded from the common schools the 
plaintiff's eleven year-old son, John A. Watson, on 
the ground that the latter was feeble minded, that 
he did not take good care of himself physically, and 
that he pinched the other scholars and made him- 
self more or less obnoxious to all who had anything 
to do with him. The court sustained the plaintiff 
and the city has appealed the case, 
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SCHOOL HOUSE PLANS. 


This school house can be erected at a cost not to 
exceed $600. The plans were drawn in a competi- 
tion offered by the state of New York and were 
awarded the second prize. It. will be readily seen 
that thestrrcture in itself makes a presentable 
appearance and 
that the eleva- 
tion and section 
plans offer the 
clearest concep- 
tion of the in- 
terior arrange- 
ment as well as 
the actual con- 
struction. In 
rural districts 
it is specially 
desirable to combine in a set of plans simplicity 
with beauty and economy with durability. We 
have therefore aimed to present to those contem- 
plating cheap school houses a series of plans which 
cannot be excelled in the embodiment of the above 


named requisites. 
SFCOND SET OF PLANS, 








The second 
set represents 
the plans for a 
school house 
which can be 
erected at a- 
bout $800. It 
offers more 
room and con- 
sequently more 

= of the conven- 
ieuces that shoulu go with a school house. This 
plan (2) is the outcome of a contest inaugurated 
by the state of New York and embraces all the 
elements of a modern school house structure. A 
careful study 
of the plans 
will at once 
demonstrate 
their simplicity 
and utility and 
economy in 
cost of con- 
struction. See 
the second 
column on this 
page. 
cost $800. 

The third set of plans were drawa by John Cox, 
Jr.,of New York city, who aimed in producing a 
school house that wov!ld embody all the essentials 

= as they are now 
understood by 
modern school 
house construc. 
tion, The build- 
ing, as will be 
seen by the en- 
graving above, 
is a handsome 
one and might 
readily be ta- 
ken for a sum- 








THIRD SET OF PLANS. 



























- . 
mer residence. 





It is designed to be airy and cool 
during the warmer months and at the same time 
comfortable and thoroughly habitable during the 
winter months, The architect has suceeeded in 








bringing into his plans the matter of economy 
without sacrificing any of the essentials of a good 
school house, or that which is understood by ex- 
»*Jete school building. We are 
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therefore happy in presenting to our readers in 
this issue a set of three school buildings that 
might be selected by any of the school boards in 
villages end towns where it may not be practical to 
consult an archi- 
tect or to have 
special plans 
drawn for them. 
Any carpenter 
with an ordinary 
amount of ingenu- 
ity can by examin- 
ing these plans 
readily select his 
material and pro- 

a P ceed with the con- 
struction of any a these buildings. Their simplici- 
ty will also enable the average member of the 


board of education to see for himseif that the plans 
are essentially rarried out. 








The normal system 
of instruction in sing- 
ing has been adopted 
in all grades of the 
Burlington, Vt., pub- 
lic schools. About 
300 new books have 
been bought this 
. year. 
































CORPORAL PUNISHMENT. 


Col. Smead, the well-known school house heating 


and ventilating engineer, expressed himeelf in a 
recent, interview which apneared in one of the To- 













ledo dailies, as being heartily in favor of corporal 
punishment. 

The board of education of Minneapolis have 
declared in favor of the restoration of corporal 
punishment in the pnblic schools by a vote of five 
out of the seven members of the board. The 
decree was made at the suggestion of the Super- 
intendent of Schools Jordan. He has found ina 
leng experience nea teacher that there are many 
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cases of insubordination that can be reached only 
by the rod. Many children are deficient in con- 
science, self-respect and the proper sort of pride. 
They become incoarible, and care nothing for sus- 
pension. It is stated that the “board has no inten- 
tion to give every teacher free license to whip 
whenever patience is exhausted or temper aroused.” 


| President P.W.Wren, 
Dr. F. Rice, J. J. Rose, 
A. and D. Ginand ap- 
pointed as a commit- 
tee by the Bridgport, 
Conn., board of educa 
tion to report upon a 
system of physical 
culture, visited Wor- 
cester, Holyoke and — 
other cities in Massa- 
chusetts to inspect 
the work in those places preparatory to introducing 
similar methods in the Bridgport schools. 

The Duluth, Minn., school board has ordered 
German to be taught in the night schools. 

The board of directors of the Sioux City, Ia., 
schools has de- 
termined to 
build an $800 
dome on the 


new school 
building now 
appro aching 
completion, and 
place a six inch 
telescope to cost 
$1,000. for the 
useof theschol- 
ars. 
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We are publishing the only Journal devoted exclusively to 
School Boards and executive officers. We furnish information 
on the doings of School Board committees, including important 
executive actions, best methods of heating and ventilation, 
text-books, with prices and adoptions, school law decisions, 
models of school buildings, statistics upon salaries, publish the 
engravings of leading school men, etc.; briefly, we keep School 
Boards abreast with the times. 





TEACHERS AND PUBLISHERS. 


There exists a custom between teachers 
and publishers by which the latter, or more 
particularly the school book agent, lends his 
friendship and influence in assisting princi- 
pals, superintendents and teachers toward 
obtaining better positions. The migratory 
life of the agent puts him in touch with the 
ins and outs of school systems in city and 
village and keeps him informed on existing 
and prospective vacancies. The teacher 
who desires a better salary looks about for 
opportunities and consequently hails the 
coming of the school book man. This may 
be commendable, and demonstrates in a 
measure the kind heartedness of the text 
book agent and the publisher were it not 
for the fact that other motives oftentimes 


exist which may lead to serious conse- 
quences. 


The teacher who has thus been befriended 
is expected to reciprocate, and that simply 
means the support of certain school books 


in which the kind hearted agent is inter- 
ested. 


What follows? It opens the way toward 
frequent abuses in the school system; books 
are apt to be retained, adopted or readopted 
to please the publisher, and to pay off the 
debt which the superintendent, principal or 
teacher may owe. The true interests of the 
school become at once a secondary matter. 
The Board of Education is misled. This is 
often easily accomplished. The members 
are usually busy men and do not always 
take the necessary time to examine the text 
books, and must therefore rely to a certain 
extent upon the teaching profession for an 
opinion. Hence the School Board may un- 
consciously become the victim of de- 
signing text book agents and over-ambitious 
superintendents, principals or teachers. 

This subject may be carried farther. The 
publisher may in the ordinary course of 
events expect his reward for services ren- 
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GOT TO GO TO-NIGHT. 


“Here’s a notice toattend the meeting of 
the Board of Education. Important mat- 
ters, too! By George, I must keep posted. 
I'll subscribe for the AMERIOAN SCHOOL 
BOARD JoURNAL at,once, A busy man 
must havethat journal. Ittellshim what 
all other boards are doing and thusenables 
him toact judiciously, Miss Typewriter, 
write to Bruce at once and enclose $1, 
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dered, but he may on the other hand retal- 
iate if his interests have suffered through 
the adverse opinion of the teacher. 

Cases are known where superintendents 
and principals, as well as teachers, have lost 
their positions through revengeful agents, 
and it may safely be said that there are to- 
day a number of school-masters who do not 
dare to recommend necessary changes in the 
text books, for fear the powerful book agent 
may seek to decapitate them, and thus cut 
short their further usefulness. 

We have reports on several cases which 
plainly indicate the shameless manner in 
which some publishers scheme and manipu- 
late in making and unmaking superintend- 
ents and principals in order to further their 
own interests. The time has come when 
the members of Boards of Education must 
give some attention to this abuse in school 
affairs. They should satisfy themselves as 
to the causes which necessitate a change 
in text books, as well as to the motives 
which prompt school book mén to favor or 
disfavor certain teachers and principals. A 
careful inquiry may oftentimes save an hon- 
orable superintendent and defeat an unscru- 
pulous publisher. 


SCHOOL BOARDS AND SUPERINTENDENT 


In most places the members of the School 
Board are unsalaried and cannot devote to 
the schools the time necessary to keep them 
acquainted with the actual working of them, 
hence the necessity of the superintendent. 
He is therefore the confidential servant of 
the board. 

His duty to the board includes his duty 
to the school; in fact, is identical with it. 

Just as nearly as one man can do s0, the 
superintendent represents the educational 
status of the place. A stream never rises 
higher than its source, and a school will oc- 
cupy about the same place in the public es- 
timation that the superintendent does in his 
profession. Exceptions to this may exist, 
but they are rare. 

Is the superintendent a cultured, broad- 
visioned man? Then he will be able to se- 
lect the best matter and methods for the 
mental menu which must be prepared for 
the diverse tastes of the throng to whom 
he ministers. Has he warm sympathies, 
tact? Is he adaptable? Then he can have 
this menu served acceptably with very little 
friction. 

In order to do this his time must be spent 
in supervising, not in compiling, statistics 
which may suggest much, and really mean 
nothing in an annual report. It is safe to 
say that the most efficient schools give us 
the least data. Time spent in recording 
negative facts might be better spent in 
teaching or acquiring positive truths. What 
good has ever been accomplished by pre- 
serving an accurate statement of the ‘cases 
of tardiness,” “minutes lost by tardiness,” 
“cases of truancy,” etc.? 

In every organization there must be some 
requirements, some restrictions, but let 





them be few and essential. The purpose of 
the school is not “days” but discipline, 
not “figures” but force. Superintendents 
control the question of reports, and the 
wise in their profession will reduce it to a 
minimum, make it subordinate to other 
work, and thus save time and strength for 
better service. 


eS 


THE NEW MINNEAPOLIS HIGH SCHOOL. 


The opening of the new south side High School 
on the evening of the 31st ult. was attended by over 
1,000 persons and proved an event in the educa- 
tional history of that city. Addresses were made 
by Robert Pratt, chairman of the building commit- 
tee, Superintendent Jordan, President Ankeny, Rev. 
Gertsen, Editor Jaeger, John Norton, Mayor Win- 
ston, President Cyrus Northrop of the State 
University, Dr. J. K. Hosmer, Prof. Oftedahl, Fr. 
Bloomer, Dr. H. Wells and F.S. Allen, the archi- 
tect. 

Mr. Allen in his address touched upon the prac- 


“tical points in the construction of the building, its 


capacity the matter of heating and ventilation. 
The structure must be considered an achievement 
for the architect who secured the adoption of his 
plans in the face of the fiercest local competition. 
The design is handsome and the interior arrange- 
ment embodies all the requisites of a complete and 
modern school building. 





EVENING SCHOOLS. 


The evening schools at Milwaukee have not been 
a success. It is found that the young people do 
not avail themselves of the privilege. The super- 
intendent has suggested a series of Sunday after- 
noon classes as an experiment. He says they have 
been tried with success in St. Louis. 

There are forty pupils studying French at the 
high school at Lowell, Mass. The conversational 
method alone is used and the expense of books 
saved. 

The night schools at Omaha are attended by 
thirty-five Russian Jews, all bearded men. 











RECENT SCHOOL HOUSE FIRES AND IN- 
SURANCE NOTES. 


Kokomo, Ind., First Ward school, loss, $1,000; 
Logansport, Ind., South Side school building, loss, 
$10,000, insurance, $5,800; Renville, Minn., high 
school, loss, $1,500, covered by insurance; Clontarf, 
Minn., Indian industrial school, total loss; Pekin, 
Iil., Cathedral grammar school, loss, $4,000; West 
Bend, Ia., school, loss, $7,000, insurance, $3,000; 
Cincinnati, O., Findlay Street school, loss, $500; 
New York, Grammar school] at 127th street, loss, 
$16,000; Liberty, Neb., school house, loss, $3,500, 
insurance, $2,000; Eagle River, Wis., school house, 
loss, $14,000, insurance, $5,000. 


SHORTHAND AND SCHOOL BOARDS. 


We are in receipt of a copy of a letter from Hon 
Wm. T. Harris the United States Commisioner of 
Education. Mr. Harris has a world wide reputation 
as a scholar and his opinion is of yreat value. We 
publish it for the information of all who are con- 
templating the introduction of Shorthand and Type- 
writing into the public schools. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, BOARD OF EDUOATION, 


WASHINGTON, D. C., June 8, 1892. 


A. J. Barnes, Esq., Laclede Building, Fourth and Olive Sts, St. 
Louis, Mo.: 


My Dear Mr. BARNES:—Some books that you sent arrived 
during my absence in the middle of February and were simply 
acknowledged by the Correspondence Division without a word 
from me. I have kept them in hand thinking that they 
deserve a formal letter ot acknowledgement. I have admired 
for many years the energy and good sense which you have dis- 
played in working up your department. I have just now looked 
through each of the books sent me and am satisfied that they 
are worthy of very high commendation. In some respects I 
should say that they are superior to any other phonographic 
works that I haveseen. Allow me to congratulate you on your 
success and upon the honest labor which has rendered this suc- 
cess so well deserved. Very sincerely yours, 

W. T. Harris, Commissioner. 
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WORLD'S FAIR AND SCHOOLS. 

The Brooklyn board of education contemplates 
an expenditure of $5,000 for a World’s Fair exhibit. 

The Salt Lake City school board has appropri- 
ated $200, to defray the expenses of making an ex- 
hibit. 

The sum of $6,000 has been appropriated by the 
Philadelphia board of education for a World’s Fair 
exhibit. 

The Milwaukee school board has asked the com- 
mon council for an appropriation of $6,000, to be ex- 
pended in an exhibit. 


The board of education of Oakland, Cal., wil 
form a combination picture showing 
the typical school child of each grade 
for the World’s Fair. 


The educators of Michigan at a meet- 
ing resolved not to make an exhibit 
unless the policy of the World’s Fair 
Commission would be a liberal one. 


The pupils of the Albany, N. Y., 
schools will make a papier mache map 
of the State of New York showing the 
location of 12,076 school houses in that 
state. 

The World’s Fair Commission will 
construct an Educational Building 
260x425 feet furnishing a ground area of 
110,500 feet. The galleries will probably 
add 40,000 feet more. 


The Topeka, Kas., board of education 
has received a proposition from a pho- 
tographer who will take the pictures of 
all the pupils and school buildings and 
present a volume to the board free. 


The teachers of Red Wing, Minn., are 
asking their pupils for contributions of 
from one to five cents for the purpose 
of buying a statute of the poet Longfel- 
low to exhibit at the World’s Fair. 
The scheme is not looked upon with 
favor. 





SCHOOL BOARDS AND SPECIAL 
STUDIES. 


Kenton, O., has introduced the Prang 
system of drawing. 

The National system of music has been 
introduced into the schools at Oconto, 
Wis. 

A manual training department is to be 
added to the State Normal school located 
at Milwaukee. 

By a tie vote in the Superior, Wis, 
school board the proposition to introduce physical 
culture, failed. 

The board of education of Grand Forks, N. D., 
has decided to introduce music in the public schools. 


The Hazleton, Pa., is considering the advisability 
of introducing models and casts for teaching draw- 
ing. 

An effort is being made to add a kindergarten de- 
partment to the public schools of Chatanooga, 
Tenn. 

The Cincinnati board of High Schools will pro- 
vide for the teaching of military tactics for male 
pupils. 

The Memphis school board is considering the 
question of restoring the study of drawing to the 
curriculum. 


The teachers of Boise City, Ia., at a recent meet- 
ing commented highly upon the results of the Prang 
drawing system. 

Faribault, Minn., board of education has decided 
to introduce music in the schools and to that end 
has appropriated $200. 


C. S. Morey of the Denver board of education has 
investigated manual training in the Eastern Cities 


and wil] recommend it to the board. 

Arthur Siebolt, instructor of manual training in 
the public schools of Columbus, O., is making an 
effort to introduce the system at Akron O. 








HON. J. 
President School Board, Louisville, Ky. 





REV. V. C. ROCHO, B. D., 
Pres. Board of Education, Geneseo, I1l. 


School Hoard Journal 


The recent transfer of the cooking school to the 
basement of the Cincinnati high school has raised 
cbjections as the kitchen odor would pervade the 
building. 

The Wheeling, W. Va., school board has decided 
not to employ a teacher of physical culture in the 
schools,, but to have each teacher give lessons in 
that branch. 

The Indianapolis school board has elected F. L, 
Emory of the University of West Virginia to as- 
sume charge of the new manual training school to 
be built in that city. 

The Milwaukee school board appointed L. L. 
Summers director of drawing at $1,600. The Phil- 





T FUNK, 





DR. H. L. GETZ, 
Ex-School Comm., Marshalltown, Ia. 


adelphia board of education appointed A. P. Willis 
drawing teacher at $1,500. 

Some of the members of the Lynn, Mass., school 
board are opposed to the Ling system of physical 
culture on the grounds that some of the movements 
are immodest. Supt. O. B. Bruce is a strong de- 
fender of the system. 

The Illinois State Teachers’ Association ascer- 
tain to what extent music is systematically taught 
in the schools of the State; whether the present 
attitude of educators towards the subject is favor- 
able or otherwise, and what the present condition 
of instruction as regards results obtained is, with the 
understanding that a report shall be made to this 
body next year. ‘ 


NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


TROEGER’S SCIENCE BOOK. By J. W. Troeger, B.S., A. M. 
Chicago: Geo. Sherwood & Co. Price, 50 cents. 


There are a number of books intended to teach 
science to children, and most of them are very in- 
teresting reading. But few of them, however, seem 
to possess the merit of inducing the child to inves- 
tigate for himself what is described in the book. 
The child is naturally receptive and will listen with 
interest to the narration of anything new to him; 
but narration alone does not stimulate the child to 
use its powers of observation which beget thought 
in his own mind. 


MR. CYRUS TUTHILL, 
Chairman of School Board, Dowagiac, Mich. 
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Prof. Troeger has, it seems to us, succeeded ad- 
mirably in the aim of his book, viz: To teach sci- 
ence by leading the pupil to investigate the facts 
which lie all about him; not the narration of facts, 
bnt the facts themselves. The specimens and phe- 
nomona the child is lead to investigate may be ob- 
served in almost every neighborhood. They are 
the child’s scientific environments. 

The volume is unique and strikes one as thor- 
oughly practical. It abounds in searching and 
thought-provoking questions, and supplies to the 
pupil the necessary terms and language which he 
needs in order to express himself upon the subject. 

The book contains an outline of instruction 
in science for all grammar grades, 
which will be appreciated. It con- 
tains lessons in Zoology, Botany, Min- 
erology, Physics, Chemistry, Astron- 
omy and Meteorology, and in language 
suitable for the Third grade, though the 
book can be used with profit in higher 
grades, where the science work has not 
been done. The book is also a guide to 
both pupils and teacher, and can be 
used by any instructor whether she has 
a scientific training or not. 

LIGHTS OF TWO CENTURIES. Edited by 


Edward EveretHale. American Book Com- 
pany, 


Sketches of the lives and works of 
fifty men who in the last two centuries 
have become eminent as artists, prose 
writers, musical composers, poets or in- 
ventors. The author tells us it was no 
easy task to make many of the selection. 
He has aimed to give truthful accounts 
of these men, their encouragements, dis- 
appointments, and even their weak- 


nesses. There is no disposition to 
idealize anyone, nor to detract from des- 


erved merit. The sketches are grace- 
fully written,and are pleasant and pro- 
fitable reading. There is a portrait of 
each of the subjects of the sketches. 
The book is an attractive one. More 
of such brief biographies of those who 
have directed and awakened thought, 
promoted art and science, and given us 
our music and poetry, would be the best 
additions to every library. The charac- 
ter and reputation of the author would 
be a guarantee that the work of making 
such sketches would be well done. 

Wm. Rohlfing} & Co., of Milwaukee, 
have just published a piece of music 
entitled the World’s Columbian Ex- 
position March, by Eduard Holst, which will com- 
mand the attention of all lovers of music. The 
cover design is a beautiful piece of work and the 
pages are embellished with artistic and appro- 
priate designs. The music is a work of exceptional 


merit. Dk 
State Supt. Wells has just issued a pamphlet on 


the “Architecture, Ventilation and Furnishing of 
School Houses.” The work is intended for the use 
of District School Boards and Boards of Education 
who are preparing to build or repair school build- 
ings. The pamphlet is handsomely illustrated and 
the information will be found of great value to 
those for whom it is intended. 


A NEW GEOGRAPHICAL SERIES. 


Messrs. J. E. Potter & Co., Philadelphia, are the 
publishers of the new series of Geographies, which 
is a rapidly growing in popular favor. The author, 
Miss Eliza H. Morton, late teacher of Geographical 
Science in Battle Creek College, Michigan, hae 
adopted a style by which the subject of Geography 
is made a highly interesting study. Itisnota mere 
memorizing of dry answers to stereotyped questions. 
The facts of Geography are presented in such a 
manner as to make a lasting impression on the 
minds of pupils. The arrangement of the various 
subjects is admirable and in accordance with modern 
educational methods. 
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A PROGRESSIVE BOARD. 
(Continued from page 3.) 
NUMBER Of REGULAR MEETINGS OF BOARD EACH 
MONTH. 

Evansville, four; Ft. Wayne, none; Richmond, 
two; Indianapolis, two; La Fayette, one. 

MANNER IN WHICH TEACHERS’ WAGES ARE SCALED. 

Evansville, according to experience and success, 
from $250 to $600 per year for grade teachers, $925 
to $1,500 for principale, $800 to $1,200 for high 
school teachers; Ft. Wayne, by grades; Richmond, 
teachers inexperienced start at $35 and are in- 
creased $5 a month each year until the maximum 
is reached, which is $50 per month in first, fourth, 
fifth and sixth grades, $55 in seventh grade and $60 
in eighth grade; principals and assistants are paid 
according to work; Indianapolis, principals in ac- 
cordance with number of rooms in their buildings 
and upon experience, and according to require- 
ments; teachers in accordance with grades they 
teach, advancing pay as grades advance, and also 
on experience, advancing at rate of $25 from grade 
to grade; La Fayette, inexperienced teachers are 
paid $30 per month and given $5 additional salary 
each yeur thereafter until $50 limit is reached; 


after ten years’ experience $55, after fifteen years’ 


$60; salaries are also scaled upon success and 
abiiity. 


NEW KINDS OF SCHOOL BOARDS. 


The attention of the newly-elected ‘legislators 
from St. Louis has been called to the school board 
and numerous reformers will go to the Missouri 
legislature with bills looking toward reconstructing 
the board. The following are some of the schemes 
which, it is said, will take the form of legislative 
bills: 

To elect twenty-eight members of the board, one 
from each ward. 

To give the governor power to appoint a board of 
five members, drawing from $2,000 to $3,000 salary. 

To give such power to the mayor instead of the 
governor. 

To have one member from each two wards and a 
president, all to be elected at large. 

To have a board of tive or seven members, who 
will devote their whole time to the work, elected at 
large, and drawing salaries from $5,000 to $7,000 
per year. 

The last is the plan of ex-director McEntire. 

Governor Stone thinks that the board should be 
left to local management. 

Mr. Brockman, chairman of the building com- 
mittee of the school board, does not anticipate that 
any radical changes in the organization of the 
board will be made by the coming legislature. 
“Just such talk has been going on for years, yet 
nothing has ever been done,” sxid he. “1 think, 
however, that if the city of St. Louis were em- 
powered to elect a president of the school board at 
large, it would solve the present difficulty.” 


WHAT THEY SAY ABOUT US. 


I have paid the price of subscription for the 
Scuoot Boarp JourRNAL and must say that I am 
getting value received for it every issue by the good 
things found therein.—E. C. Beem, M. D., Member 
Board of Education, Oscoda, Mich. 

I fiod the American ScHoout BoarpD JOURNAL one 
of the most helpful, suggestive and instructive 
periodicals I have ever seen. No one connected 
with any educational system car afford to be with- 
out it.—Cuiarence M. Boure.te. Principal and Sec- 
retary, Chippewa Falls, Wis. 


SCHOOL TAX RATES FIXED. 


Illinois state school tax, 1844 mills. 
Indianapolis Industrial school tax, 2 mills. 
Trinidad, Colo , schoo) tax, 914 mills. 
Hazelton, Pa., school tax, 15 mills. 
Rochester, Minpn., 7.9 mills. 

Aberdeen, 8. D., 6 mille. 


The Wilmington, Del., school board have placed 
additional insurance on several schoo! buildings, 


School Board Journal 


OLIVER S. GARRETSON. 





INTERESTING SKETCH OF A SCHOOL DESK MANUFAC- 
TURER. 


There are probably very few School Boards in 
the United States who have not heard of the Buf- 
falo School Furniture Company. The patents are 
controlled by this firm, and which, together with 
the very best materials and workmanship used in 
the production of their goods, have served to build 
up tne high reputation of the firm, were issued to 
cover the inventions of Mr. Oliver 8S. Garretson, the 
president of the Company, and the subject of this 
sketch. 

Mr. Garretson was born of a family which had 
displayed inventive genius for several generations, 
and be may be said to have eclipsed the record of 
his ancestors. His father, John G. Garretson, was 
an inventor of many useful devices and of several 
complicated and important pieces of machinery. 
His grandfather, Isaac Garretson, invented the first 
machine ever made to cut and head nails at one 
operation, and the patent for this invention, signed 
by George Washington personally, is now in the 
possession of the grandson. 

Oliver S. Garretson was borr in Ross county, 
Ohio, July 26, 1843, and soon after removed with 
his parents to Salem, Iowa. In the year 1865 he 
went to Buffalo, N. Y., and in 1886 he started in 
business for himself under the firm name of Gar- 
retson & Clark, manufacturing hardware special- 
ties. This firm was afterwards dissolved and in 
1869 he formed a partnership with his brother, 
under the name of the Buffalo Hardware Company, 
to manufacture patented articles of their own 
invention. The business of this firm grew rapidly 
und in the year 1875 they found it necessary to 
remove to larger and more commodious quarters. 
1t was at this point in Mr. Garretson’s carrser that 
his attention was called to the matter of manufac- 
turing school turniture, and with his usual push 
and evterprise he soon became identified as one of 
the leading manufacturers in this line. His first 
efforts were directed towards making a desk of a 
more substantial character than had ever been 
made before, and also of better appearance and 
finish. He was the first to manufacture desks with 
solid curved backs and seats, and a very important 
advance was his invention by which the woodwork 
of the desk was fastened to the iron work by means 
of a dovetailed groove in the wood, which was 
made to fit closely the iron flange of the frame and 
was fastened solidly in place by small iron wedges, 
saving much time in putting together and doing 
away with screws. Another pioneer invention of 
Mr. Garritson’s was the making of a noiseless seat- 
hinge constructed wholly of iron and steel, thus 
requiring no rubber or other destructible materials 
as forme: ly used for the purpose. 

The desk manufactured by Mr. Garretson at this 
time, and the one upon which the reputation of the 
firm was mainly built, is called the “ Paragon,” and 
is so well known amongst all School Boards as to 
require no detailed description. 

The growth of the business was so great that 
again in 1883 it was found necessary to enlarge the 
plant. The old one was taken for a foundry and 
ircn-working department and a new wood-worxing 
factory was built. It was at this time that the 
firm became known as the Buffalo School Furni- 
ture Company, and which is the largest school fur- 
niture factery in the world. 

The popularity of the “ Paragon” desk did not 
cause Mr. Garretson to give up his work in the 
inventive line, and in the year 1885 he again brought 
out another improvement in the matter of fasten- 
ing the wood-work of the desk to the iron parts. 
This consisted of what is known as the “Serpentine 
Groove.” By giving the flange on the iron casting 
the same amount of variation from the straight 
line, as found in the groove, the casting is allowed 
to enter the groove in the wood, then by driving 
the wood forward about half an inch it is brought 
into close contact with the iron and is held per- 
fectly rigid without the use of the iron wedges, as 





found in the “ Paragon” desk described above. 
This, together with other inventions, so simplified 
the manufacturing and putting together of these 
desks that Mr. Garretson could furnish a better 
desk for less money than others in competition with 
him, and has enabled him to prosper while many 
competitors have failed. 

Up to the year 1890 the Buffalo School Furniture 
Company was a partnership in which Mr. Garret- 
son was the principal owner, but in that year the 
business was organized as a corporation with a 
capital stock of $350,000.00. Mr...Garretson still 
holding the larger part of the stock and acting as 
president and general manager of the company. 

As an illustration of Mr. Garretson’s versatility 
in business: matters we should not forget to men-. 
tion the firm of Garretson, Cox & Co, publithers, 
of which he is the principal member. While this 
business may-seem very different from the other 
lines in which he has been engaged most of his life, 
yet their trade lies very largely in selling to School 
Boards, school teachers and others interested in 
educational matters, the chief publication offered 
by them being the Columbian Cyclopedia, a work 
of thirty-two volumes of convenient size and ar- 
rangement, containing many new features of much 
importance, and especially adapted for the use of 
students, teachers and school children. The pub- 
lication of this work is a comparatively new ven- 
ture and the business may be said to be yet in its 
infancy, but if sterling business integrity, enter- 
prise and industry, such as has marked Mr. Gar- 
retson’s career in other lines can be used as a basis 
for prophecy, the Columbian Cyclopedia will soon 
have been known and used by scholars and teach- 
ers in every county in the United States. 

Mr. Garretson feels a just pride in the work he 
has done, as shown by the following extract from 
his letter to the editor: 

“I take much pleasure in feeling that I have 
taken a part in making our public schools pleasant 
and attractive for teachers and pupils, believing 
that this has done more to prevent truancy and to 
promote universal education than all the ‘ compul- 
sory education’ laws ever placed upon our statute 
books.” 

In conclusion, we repeat what was said by the 
Buffalo Express some time ago in describing im- 
portant Buffalo enterprises: 

“The magnitude of the business which has been 
built up by Mr. Garretson is proof positive that all 
inventors are rot cranks and that the direct results 
of invention are sometimes enjoyed by genius.” 
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OLIVER S. GARRETSON, 
A Pioneer School Desk Manufacturer, 
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Fairwater, Wis. 


E. C. Miller, M. D., 
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Clarence Willis, 
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Supt. of Schools, Upper Sandusky, O. 
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SCHOOL SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT, 


The Alexandria, D. C., School Board has ordered 
a large number of new desks. 

The Duluth, Minn., School Board has purchased 
twenty-five pianos for its schools. 

The Delano, Minn., school board will hereafter 
hold teachers responsible for all supplies. 

The Hermann, Minn., school board will expend a 
sum for chemical apparatus for the high school. 

The school board of Davenport, Ia., will equip one 
room with the latest apparatus and instruments for 
scientific study. 

The Brooklyn board of education is considering 
the purchase of Babcock’s Fire Extinguishers for 
use in the public schools. 

After advertising for bids and considering a num- 
ber of desks, the St. Louis school board concluded 
that it did not need any new desks for a while. 

A. A. Richards and Prof. McClain, as a committee 
appointed by the Wellington, Kas., school board, 
are looking into the advisability of buying globes 
and maps for each of the higher rooms of the city 
schools. , 

The Committe on School Management of the 
Chicago Board of Education has recommended the 
purchase of fifty copies of the Teachers’ Anatom- 
ical Aid, published by the Central School Supply 
House. 

The scholars of the Mount Pleasant, Mich., pub- 
lic schools are again purchasing slates to use in the 
place of paper which was adopted last year. It is 
found that the noise which the slates produce does 
not overbalance the cost of the paper. 

R. W. Martin, formerly with the Central School 
Supply House, of Chicago, is now with the Haney 
School Furniture company, of Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Mr. Martin is an active man whose experience in 
his line covers a period of many years. 

The Dayton, O., school board decided upon the 
purchase of Teachers’ Anatomical Aid, and find 
that the charts would be of great aid and use in the 
schools. They recommended that there be pur- 
chased one set for each building, High School and 
Normal School. 

Frank Wilson, ex-superintendent of Stillwater, 
Minn. bas produced an invention for the school room 
which is likely to go into general use. The device 
enables enlarged re-productions of small pictures 
upon the walls without the aid of magic lanterns. 
The sunlight will suffice. 

Dr. C. Henri Leonard of Detroit, in a recent 
interview stated that there was great danger of 
spreading contagious diseases by the method now 
in vogue, in the primary departmente, of having 
slate and lead pencils distributed and redistributed 
promiscuously to the pupils. 

The East side Board of Education of Aurora, 
Ill., decided on securing the Andrews opera chairs 
for the high school assembly room. They will cost 
three dollars each. They are good substantial 
chairs with tablet attachments, and are in keeping 
with the balance of the school fixtures. 


The following boards of education have recently 
awarded contracts for school desks to the United 
States School Furniture Co.: Carthage, Mo., 
Ottawa, Kas., Kansas City, Kas., Mankato, Minn., 
Ludington, Mich., Ann Arbor, Mich., Jackson,. 
Mich., Livingston, Mont., Beloit, Wis., Macon, Ga., 
Cortland, N. Y., Normal School, Easton, Pa., Hazel- 
ton, Pa., Lewisburg, Pa., Mauch Chunch, Pa., Pitt- 
ston, Pa. 


The Columbus, Ga., board of education has put 
the electric signal clock system into the high school 
building. With a “winding up” once each week the 
clock rings a large bell in the center of the front 
hall, giving signals for the opening and closing of 
the day’s sessions, and of the times for recess. The 
clock is perfectly automatic in the sounding of the 
clock at the proper tims, and isa great advance 
over the old custom of hving the notice bell rung 
by one of the pupils. 

New York City—Bids opesed for furnishing 
Grammar schools Nos. 20 and 42 are as follows: 
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For No. 20, Nathaniel Johnson $820, Favorite Desk 
and Seating Company $827, Andrews Manufactur- 
ing Company $834; for No 42, Nathaniel Johnson 
$650, Favorite Desk and Seating Company $827, 
Andrews Manufacturing Company $665. Contract 
not awarded, as the prices were considered 35 per 
cent. and 31 per cent. over the usual prices, For 
Grammar school No. 93: Andrews Manufacturing 
Company $7,194; Andrews Manufacturing Com- 
pany, with castings as per sample, $6,420; Favorite 
Desk and Seating Company $7,600. Bids rejected 
and ordered readvertised. 

The contract for supplying the new buildings at 
Chicago with school seats will amount to $100,000, 
and was awarded to the United States School Fur- 
niture company. Three bids were made, and al- 
though the American Desk and Seating company 
put in the lowest the contract was given to the 
United States company. “How do you explain 
this?” Mr. Rosenthal, chairman of the committees, 
was asked. “The committee,” he replied, “has the 
right to reject any and all bids. The reason that 
contract did not go to the American company is 
because the construction of the desks made by the 
United States company is superior. 

“The three firms that bid were the Sherwood 
Furniture company,the American Desk and Seating 
company and the United States School Furniture 
company. The desks offered by the Sherwood com- 
pany were, I think, a little the best but their bid 
was high and the United States company offered a 
desk almost as good but at alower price. It is 
true that the American company’s bid was the low- 
est, but the desks were not deemed as serviceable 
and the committee decided to take the United 
States company’s desks. I invited all the firms I 
knew of to put in bids, but only these three re- 
plied.” This was the chairman’s explanation. At 
the meeting of the board it was decided to re-ad- 
vertise. 

Edwin D. Weary, aformer salesman for A. H. 
Andrews & Co., has been sued by that firm for 
$100,000. It is alleged against Weary that he ac- 
cepted bribes to allow the company’s bids to be 
rejected and that he received large percentages and 
commissions from houses in the same line of busi- 
ness as his emp'loyers. Some of the instances 
where Weary is alleged to have done this work are 
with the letting of a contract for $104,000 by the 
commissioners of Allegheney county, Pa., and with 
the letting of a contract by the city of Memphis, 
Tenn., in 1891. Weary denies all the allegations of 
the bill. 

The Cincinnati school board opened the follow- 
ing bids for school desks: 

SINGLE DFSKS., 
No.1 No.2 No.3 No.4 No.5 No6 Avge. 


Jas, L. Haven Co............ $1.85 1.85 1.75 1.75 1.65 1.65 175 
American Desk & 8. Co.. 2.20 2.20 1.90 1.90 1.70 1.70 1.934% 
Globe Furniture Co........ 35 2.385 2.28 2.28 2.18 2.18 2.27 
Phil’a School Furn. Co... 2.50 2.40 240 2.35 225 2.20 2.35 
A.C. Biliott & Co......... 2.50 2.50 240 2.40 2.30 2.30 2.40 


SINGLE REAR DESKS. 
No.1 No.2 No.3 No.4 No.5 No.6 Avge. 
Jas. L. Haven Co........... $1.58 158 1.58 1.58 1.58 158 158 
American Desk & S, Co.. 2.05 2.05 1.75 1.75 1.55 1.55 1.78% 
Globe Furniture Co........ 1.80 1.80 180 175 1.75 175° 177% 
Phil’a School Furn. Co... 1.90 1.90 1.90 1.90 190 190 1.90 
A. C. Elliott & Co .......... 2.00 2.00 1.95 1.95 1.90 1.90 1.95 

American Seating Co.—Teachers and Principals Desks, $6.60 
to $83 each. Chairs, $8 to $6.25 each. 

Jas. L. Haven Co.—Book Closets, $4.25; Wardrobes, $10; 
Teachers Tables, (One Drawer,) $4.75, (Two Drawer,) $5 25; 
Principals Desk, $7.50; Rotary Chairs, $4.25 Teachers Chairs No. 
7, $9 per dozen; No. 41%, $5.78 perdozen. For size, description 
and material, see catalogue in Clerk’s office. 

Contract awarded to J. L. Haven Co. 

Representatives of several school furniture com- 
panies, with sample desks, were present at the Du- 
buque, Ia., School Board meeting, and were given 
a patient hearing as to the relative merits of their 
several school desks and seats. After due consid- 
eraton the board awarded the contract to the Bur- 
lington, Iowa, School Furniture Company for seat- 
ing the new Irving school with their “Jewell Auto- 
matic” single desks at the following prices, to wit: 
C size, $2.20; D size, $2.10; E size, $2.00; F. size, 
$2.00; rear seats, $1.80; recitation seats, 70 cents 


per lineal foot; all the desks except the F size to 
be furnished with the Gifford ink wells or others to 
be approved by the board. It was also made a 


part of the contract that all of the furniture shall 
be set in place in the school rooms, ready for use, 
under the personal supervision of Mr. George W. 
Merrill, the agent for the company. 


The Brooklyn board of education awarded the 
contracts for school supplies at the following prices: 

Pen Holders.—No. 1407, per gross,-60 cents; “No. 2511 and No. 
3511, per gross, $1 70. 

Lead Pencils.—Dixon's High School, per gross, $2.45; Gross. 
berger & Kurz, artist grade, per gross, $2.80; Eagle Standard, 
round, per gross, $2.65; Eagle Academic, per gross, $2 14; Eagle 
Colored, per gross, $4 80; Eagle Compass, Nos. 301 and 311, per 
gross, $1 85. 

Pens.—Eclectic, Nos 100, 200, 800, 500, per gross, 59 cents; Mil- 
ler Bros., No. 444, per gross, 30 cents: Miller Bros., all numbers 
except 444, per gross, 45 cents: Gillott’s No. 303, per gross, 671, 
cents; Gillott’s 404, per gross, 35.7 cents; Gillott’s 351, per gross, 
43 cents: Gillott’s No. 604, per gross, 48 cents; Eagle Steel, E, 
Nos. 100, 120, 160, 170, 190, 220, 250, 310, per gross, 30 cents; Spen- 
cerian, all numbers, 50 cents: Perry & (Co., No. 753, 40 cents 
Perry & Co , Rib, No. 107, 30 cents. 

Crayons —White, per gross, 5 cents; White, enameled, per 
gross, 614 cents; Colored, assorted, per gross, 21 cents. 

Slate Pencils.—No. 3, 6 in. slate, per M., $1; No. 5, 5 in. soap- 
stone, per M., $1.80; Wooden covered, per gross, 60 cents 

Slates —6x9, ruled one side, per doz., 47 cents; 6x9, plain, per 
dozen, 36 cents; 7x11, ruled one side, per dozen, 48 cents; 7x11, 
plain, per dozen, 38 cents. 

The New York board of education received the 
following bids for new furniture: 

For the Grammar School No. 64 —Nathaniel Johnson, $500; 
Favorite Desk and Seating Co., $197; Andrews Manufacturing 
Co., $398. 

For Grammar School No 28.—Favorite Desk and Seating (o., 
$1,127; Nathaniel Johnson, $1,027; Andrews Manufacturing Co., 
$1,192. 

For Grammar School No. 18,—Part 1:‘A. Lowenbein’s Sons, 
$8,597; Nathaniel Johnson, $3,875. Part 2: Favorite Desk and 
Seating Co., $3,553; Andrews Manufacturing Co., $3,467; Nathan- 
iel Jc hnson, $3,560 

For Grammar School No. 27, old building.—Nathaniel Jokn- 
son, $1,290; Andrews Manufacturing Co., $1,290; Favorite Desk 
and Seating Co., $1,169. 

For New Building.—Nathaniel Johnson, $1,529; Andrews 
Manufacturing Co,, $1,510; Favorite Desk and Seating Co., 
$1,404. 

For Grammar School No. 50.-- Nathaniel Johnson, $420; Fax - 
orite Desk and Seating Co., $407; Andrews Manufacturing Co, 
$126.96. 

Committee recommended to award contract in 
each building to lowest bidder. Laid over under 
the rules. 

Ink.—American Standard black, quarts, per dozen, $2 89; 
American Standard, fluid, quarts, per dozen, $2.89: David's, 
quarts, per dozen, $2.50; Spencerian Writing Fluid, quarts, per 
dozen, $3 50; Red, David’s, one ounce, per dozen, 24 cents, 

Miscellaneous.—Inkstands, Teacher’s Desk, per dozen, $2.00; 
Inkwells, per gross, $1.10; Pointers, per dozen, $1.15; Pen 
Baskets, per dozen, $1.75; Mucilage, David’s, cap and brush, 
per gross, $3.00; Numerical Frames, per dozen, $4.00; India 
Rubber, 40 or 60 to pound, per pound, 50 cents; Blotting Paper, 
in pads, per dozen pads, 22 cents; Blotting Paper, Treasury, 
Sheets, per pound, 10 cents; Ink Trays, per dozen, $6.00; Ink 
Fillers, per dozen, $6.00; Shipping Tags with Strings, per M., 75 
cents; Black-board Rubbers, per dozen, 44 cents; Black. board 
Rubbers, per dozen, 52 ceuts. 

State School Superintendent Vories, of Indiana, 
for some time has been on the track of a school 
agent who has reaped a fair harvest from Indiana 
school teachers by selling them the list of questions 
sent out for the annual examinations. By accident 
it was discovered that the man was Edwin R. Keen, 
agent of the Chicago School Supply Exchange. In 
Boone County recently he offered to sell the ques- 
tions for the examination Nov. 26 to E. E. Smith for 
$40. Keen told Smith to meet him in Crawfords- 
ville Friday and the questions would be delivered. 
Going to Crawfordsville that day Smith saw 
numerous teachers from Boone, Montgomery, and 
Hendricks County at Keen’s room copying the cov- 
eted list. Smith secured a copy, depositing his 
watch in part payment and reported to Supt. Vories, 
who was preparing to have Keen arrested when he 
learned that Keen had escaped. J. 8S. Zuch, Super- 
intendent of Montgomery County, had discovered 
Keen’s game, and unknown to Vories was about to 
have Keen arrested, but desisted on Keen’s strong 
plea for mercy and the return of $40 to each of the 
Montgomery County teachers. It is believed that 
he escaped with at least $500 from teachers in Hen- 
dricks and Boune Counties. 





Fi 


th 
th 
ar 


SI 


toy 
tic 
th 
the 
pa 


Ope 
anc 
in 

mo 
col 
KE, 
Ove 
wit 


ne 


oe 


of 
con 


a se 

























le 


on 


per 
ap- 


per 
x11, 


the 


500; 
ring 


Ca, 
Co., 


sons, 
and 
han- 


okn- 
Desk 


lrews 
- Co., 


 Fai- 
x Co, 


+ in 
inder 


$2 89; 
avid’s, 
‘ts, per 
3, 
, $2.00; 
>; Pen 
brush, 
; India 
Paper, 
easury, 
00; Ink 
rM., 75 
k- board 


diana, 
school 
ndiana 
sstions 


‘cident 
Keen, 


ze. In 
@ ques- 
1ith for 
wfords- 
livered. 
th saw 
ry, and 
she cov- 
ing his 
Vories, 
vyhen he 
, Super- 
covered 
bout to 
s strong 
h of the 
yed that 
in Hen- 

















IMPROVED FOR SCHOOL USE. 


The following pateuts were granted last month on improve- 
meuts in articles for school room use: 





FoLpIna SEAt—James B. Jenson, Sandy, Utah. 


This folding seat has a pivoted brace for the front section, 
the pivot between the sections being above a line drawn 
through the pivot connection of the inner section to the stand- 
ard and pivotal connection of the outer section to the brace. 





SLATE-FRAME—Henry E. C. Daniels, Chicago, Ill. 

The claim made for this slate by the patentee is that it has 
two frame sections applied to opposite sides thereof and secured 
together by a cord which passes back and forth from one sec. 
tion to the other, the exposed portions of the cord lying upon 
the surfaces of the frame sections, whereby the cord subserves 
the double purpose of a muffler and a means for securing the 


parts together. 
SLATE ATTACHMENT— 


Maud Wyman, San 
Francisco, Cal. 
This invention em- 
bodies the combination 
with the box D, the 
slate G, extending from 
the lower nearly to the 
upperedge of such box 
the metal plate E ex. 
tending over the upper 
portion of the box, and 
connecting the slate 
and the upper end of 
such box, said plate 
having a series of sight 
openings FE, and a series of elongated openings, arranged above 
and intermediate the sight openings, of the shafts bb journaled 
in the box, a series of independently journaled spools B B 
mounted on such shafts, the spools on the upper shaft b having 
collars B2 projecting through the elongated slots in the plate 
E, a series of endless bands provided with letters, ete., mounted 
over the said spools, and a series of tension springs C located 
Within the box, engaging the bands, 





EDUCATIONAL APPLIANCE—Judith 
L. Collins, Mo. 

The inventor has designed an 
educational appliance comprising 
a board provided with notches in 
its edges, in combination witha 
cord having buttons loosely strung 
thereon and adapted to engage 
said notches. The board is of 
rectangular form with four edges 
of which are provided with odd numbers of notches or kerfs, 
combined with a cord for removably engaging the notches and 
a series of buttons loosely strung upon the cord. 





GEOGRAPHICAL GLOBE— 
Isaac Hodgson and 
Mary Hodgson, Spring- 
field, Mass. 


This invention consists 
of an inflatable geographic 
globe having a suitable 
opening with an air-pump 
secured thereto and com.~ 
prising a cylinder, a piston 
operating within thesame, 
a valve opening inward 
within the cylinder and 
adjacent to the opening in 
the globe, valves opening 
inward on the piston, a 
piston-rod, and a tripod 
carried thereby. 
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SCHOOL-SLATE— 

John H. De Neut, 
Grand Rapids, 
Mich. 


This invention it 
is claimed is an im- 
provement on a 
slate or blackboard 
having a center of 
wire cloth or wire 
supports and a body 
and surface com- 
posed of pulp filled 
with a gritty ma- 
. terial. 


HEATING AND VENTILATION. 

The bids for heating and ventiiating the high 
school building at Dayton, O., were as follows: 
Bennett & Peck $13,500, Isaac D. Smead $11,500. 

The Pawtucket, R. I., school committee voted to 
furnish the building with the Smead heating and 
ventilating system, the same as in the Church Hill 
and Grove street buildings. 

The Board of Education of Beaver Dam, Wis., 
has given the Smead Warming and Ventilating 
Company notes for the new system just put in, 
payable in Oct. 93 and Oct. ’94. 

The Detroit School Board awarded the contract 
for heating and ventilating the addition to the 
Bellefontaine school to the Geo. H. Hess Co., of 
Chicago, the lowest bidder, for $1,590. 

The School Board of Saginaw, Mich., is divided 
on a system of heating for the new high school 
building. Some favor the Fuller & Warren sys- 
tem, while others adhere to the Smead system. 

A report to the Helena, Mont., School Board 
states that the heating system put in by Sturrock & 
Brown is inadequate and that the specifications 
have been ignored. The board will withhold $800 
until the system has been tried one winter. 

Thomas Mahon, of St. Louis, representing the 
Fuller & Warren Company, has just completed the 
heating apparatus in the new school building at 
Baraboo, Wis. He is an expert in that line of busi- 
ness, and has done an excellent piece of work. 


At the last meeting of the Oakland, Cal., Board 
of Public Works the Smead Company was awarded 
contracts as follows: For warming and ventilating 
the Sixth ward grammar school, $2,685; Seventh 
ward school $3,152; Grant school, $1,928; High 
school, $10,637. 

The Dundee, Ill, Board of Education has decided 
to place the Smead dry closet system in the new 
Carpentersville school building. The building will 
be ready for occupancy December 1. The contract 


called for its completion October 1, with $10 a day 
forfeit for all time exceeding. 


The St. Louis school board awarded the heating 
contract for the Choteau school to the Modern 
Steam Heating Co. at $8,962; Ashland to be Globe 


Steam Heating Co., at $6,975; Clay to the Branch 
Steam Heating Co. at $9,100, and Grant to the Mis- 


souri Steam Heating Co. at $7,725. 

The case of the Board of Education of Cortland, 
O., School District against the Bennett & Peck 
Heating and Ventilating Company, of Cincinnati, 
which was appealed from the court of Justice Her. 
zog, where a verdict of $300 was allowed plaintiff, 
has been settled by payment of the full amount. 


At. the meeting of the Superior, Wis., Board o7 
Education the matter of placing an electric system 
of regulating the temperature of school rooms in 
the new school buildings was introduced, and rep- 
resentatives of the different systems being present, 
addressed the board on the matter, and the same 
was referred to the committee on building and fuel 
and rents to investigate and report. 


M. O’Connor, who was one of the committee sent 
by the Souix City, Ia., Schoc! Board to Omaha to 
investigate the thermostat for the new high school, 
reports himself very well pleased with what he saw 
of it there, and says that the committee will advo- 
cate putting it in the building within the next 
sixty days, and that besides adding to the comfort 
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of the pupils and teachers he thinks it will be the 
means of economizing the fuel by keeping the 
building at a uniform temperature. 


During the past month the Chicago Board of Ed- 
ucation awarded contracts for placing the Johnson 
System of Heat Regulation into ten new school 
buildings. The board did this without hesitation, 
as the apparatus is now in use in about sixty school 
buildings in that city. This action on the part of 
the Chicago Board of Education is significant and 
will stir up many other boards to the fact that 
money can be saved in the matter of fuel by regulat- 
ing the heating system in a school house—and thus 
avoid all waste. The Johnson System of Heat 
Regulation has been adopted for the high school 
building now in course of construction at St. Louis. 
Also for the new Board of Education building in 
that city. Both structures are models of archi- 
tecture and interior equipment. The Johnson sye- 
tem ensures not only economy in the matter of fuel 
bnt keeps all rooms in proper temperature, and is 
therefore indispensable in a structure which aims 
at completeness. ’ 


Announcement comes frem Anniston of the or- 
ganization of the Peck-Smead Co., a new heating 
and ventilating company making a specialty of 
school house buildings; chartered under the laws 
of Alabama, with a capital of $125,000. The com- 
pany has purchased territorial rights in all the 
states south of the Ohio river from Virginia to 
Texas, and will own and control the manufacturing 
and sale of warming and ventilating and dry closet 
apparatus, under the patents, methods and systems 
belonging to and used by the Bennett & Peck Heat- 
ing and Ventilating Company, Cincinnati, and the 
Ruttan-Smead Warming and Ventilating Compa- 
nies of Toledo, Chicago and Anniston. 


These two systems represent all that is best of 
modern invention and engineering in the line of 
sanitary vonstruction of school buildings, and the 
combination of the two will bring to the customers 
of this company the unusual advantage of the most 
desirable features in each. The new company will, 
by this interchange of methods and apparatus, 
bring into perfect condition all the work in their 
territory, both old and new, and saving the expense 
of maintaining rival organizations will reduce 
prices, while improving methods and work. The 
president of the company is George Peck, of the 
Bennett & Peck Company, Cincinnati; the secre- 
tary and treasurer, L. W. Hammond, from the Rut- 
tan Manufactnring Company, Anniston, Ala. The 
home office will be located at 241 and 243 West 
Fifth street, Cincinnati, and branch general offices 
will be rapidly established in each of the Southern 
states. The company has a strong force of compe- 
tent and experienced superintendents and en- 
gineers, and with abundant capital, success is as- 
sured. 





EDWIN P. SEAVER, 
School] Superintendent, Boston, Maas. 
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BOOK NOTICES AND REVIEWS. 





By W. H. BEACH. 


THE PRANG PRIMARY COURSEIN ART EDUCATION. By 
Mary Dana Hicks and Josephine C. Locke. Boston The 
Prang Educational Company. 

A carefully prepared little manual of the first 


year’s work in drawiog. It is designed as a means 
of bringing into harmonious exercise the senses of 
touch and sight as fundamental in the education of 


a 
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children; of combining the exercises of the Kinder- 
garten to secure mental training through the 
activities of the senses. The subjects are arranged 
in a systematic course proceeding from the model- 
ing of type solids to nature forms, common objects 
and pictures; observations of form and color, expres- 
sion by modeling, laying color tablets, paper folding, 
oral and written language, and drawing with chalk 
and charcoal. Suggestive object lessons are inter- 
spersed, exercises in the study of plant and animal 





ifs and natural phenomena. There are numerous 
helpful illustrations. The book embodies the ex- 
perience and suggestions of many skillful and suc- 
cessful teachers, and is well designed to aid in the 
developmant of the habit of observation, and fa- 
cility in represertation. 


LOWER GRADE ENGLISH. By W. Scott Dalgleish, M. A. 
HIGHER GRADE ENGLISH. T. Nelson and sons: London, 
Edinborough, and New York. 


Toere have been many books made as aids in the 
teaching of language. At onetime there was, on 
the part of many, a feeling against the old grammar, 
and many language lesson books were brought out 
to meet a demand for more practice in the construc- 
tion of sentences. 

We have here two condensed, clearly written books 
containing the gist of the subject of language work. 
Neither book has a preface, an intruduction, or 
suggestions to teachers. Each book g-ts to work on 
the first page, and the work expluins iteelf. The 
lower treats cf grammar, analysis, sentence making, 
etc. The higher gives us the history of the language, 
analvsia, style, figures of speech, and forms of liter- 
ature. Very much is given in these small books, 
aod given in undiluted form. The table of the fam- 
lilies of speech gives the genealogy of near! yall lan- 
guages. A very suggestive and valuable thing is the 
chart of the English laoguaye and Eugiish litera- 
ture, showing accessions as tributaries to a river. 
STANDARD ARITHMETIC. By William J, Milne, Ph. Do 

LL. D., President of New York State Normal College. Ameri- 
can Book Company. Price 65 vents. 

The author bas aimed to secure two results; skill 
in numerical computations, and an understanding 
of the reasons for the steps in the operations. As 
the author says, it is possible to acquire facility in 
operations without understanding the reasons; and 
on the other hand, it is possible to dwell on reasons 
at the expense of facility in computations. The 
aim here is to combine the two. The methods of 


solving problems are the practical ones used in 
business by business men. There are oral and writ- 
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ten exercises for sufficient drill. The book is sub- 
stantially bound and has an inviting appearance. 
THE SCHOOLMASTER IN LITERATURE. With an intro- 

duction by Edward Eggleston. American Book Company. 

Price $1.40. 

It refreshes the teacher who is weary with 
routine work, with studying and trying to observe 
the instructions on methods of teaching, to look 
away and see something o: the character and ex- 
periences of the teachers in the former days, We 
have in this book that which will refresh and 
enable one to see that the individuality of the 
teacher hae as much to do in the work of teaching 
as the strict adherence to prescribed methods. 
There are sketches of the lives, with characteriza- 
tions, of eminent teachers and of eminent writers 
who have written about teachers and schools. 
Here are copious selections from Ascham, Moliere, 
Rousseau, Pestaluzzi, Guvethe’s Wilhelm Meister, 
Charlotte Bronte, Page and others. Dickens and 
Thackeray give us their accounts of their several 
schools. We have something of Tom Brown at 
Rugby, D. P. Thompson’s “School in the Horn of 
the Moon,” and the “Examination at Mill ‘Town 
Emporium.” Selections from George Eliot, Irving, 
MacDonald, Eggleston, D. W. Thompson, and 
Matthews’ “Judge Story as a Teacher.” ‘lhe book 
is especially designed for teachers’ reading circles. 
It is neatly bound and is a companion book to the 
“Lights of Two Centuries,” 

AMERICAN LITERATURE. By Julian Hawthorne and Leon- 
ard Lemmon. Buston: D. C. Heath & Co, 

An elementary text book for high schools and 
academies, but better adapted to more mature 
students than are ordinarily found in these echools. 
The authors tell us, “A school book was wanted, 
something to be used in the class room, to be 
studied for what it contained, and to indi- 
cate further lines of research where such are 
required” There are suggestions to teachers, and 
an introduction in which is intimated the purpose 
to submit American literature to the severest tests. 
The work begins at the beginning—the earliest 
colonial literature—and includes the latest writers. 
Some writers receive considerable attention, others 
are briefly mentioned. Muaoy who have written 
some very good things there was no rvom for, as 
the book does not claim to be an encyclopedia of 
literature. 

The authors have exercised their right to be per- 
fectly independent in expressing their opinions. 
This they have dune in short direct sentences. In 
fact, their style is exceedingly crisp. They do not 
leave the reader in duubt as to what their opinions 
are. They have no patience with common pluce 
writing. If some reader should here tind some lhit- 
erary idol smushed, it will teach him better than to 
have any iduis. Sume authors on reading what is 
here said of them’ will probably wish they bad 
never taken pen in hand, and will conclude to go 
into other and more remunerative business. 

We are told that “Modesty best befits our pres- 
ent literary predicament.” [he criticism is un- 
sparing, but the purpose is, as it were by authority, 
to educate the peuple up to a high standard of lit- 
erary excellence. 

There are terse, clearly-written characterizations. 


Capt. John Smith was “a daring, reckless, impetu- 
ous, but shrewd map, of imagination tou warm and 
vanity too inordinate to allow of his telling the 
plain truth.” He is suspected of having tuld the 
story of Pocahontas so often that he almost be- 
lieved it himself. Webster was “a heaven-scaling 
crag with its feet in the deep sea.’’ Sumner was 
“a lucid logician, with genuine integrity, but vain, 
seltish, Gumiuesring and of boorish manners.” 
Poe’s works are a “smuil out put; less than a third 
of his writings deserve any study.” “Uacle Tom’s 
Cabin:—*A more emotional, impassioned, one-sided 
work was never wiitten.” Tupper was a “dogerel- 
monger.” Walt Whitman’s “egotism is com- 
mensurate with his ignorance;” he “brays forth 
his message on a fog-horn, and even the fog-born 
is not orig:nal.” “I—Walt Whitman, I celebrate 
myself, and sing myself!” “It ie not the minds of 









his audience that Whitman affects; but their eyes, 
ears and olfactories.” His style is “the barbaric 
yawp!” Garrison wrote “in grim earnest.” 
Holmes “refresl.es common-places more often than 
he creates or discovers.” Howells “strives by pa- 
tient aissection and refined comment to give value 
to the common-place and the vulgar.” T:oreau;— 
“You were more apt to see his disappearing coat 
tails than hisface Since he might not shine in 
society he determined to be king in the wilderness. 
He brought bimself to believé that all that was 
worthy in the world lay within the compass of a 
walk from his own doorstep, and he came to re- 
gard the owner of that dvor step as the center of 
all this world’s worth; he seemed to himself 
colossal.” 


“The newspapers are crowded with the para- 
graphs of nameless wits and wittols.” There is the 
“sad-eyed army of bumorists.” The numerous writ- 
ings of Julian Hawthorne—one of the authors of 
the book—are said to “indicate powers in the 
writer, which if conscientiously and carefully em- 
ployed, might produce good results.” It was 
Artemus Ward, the snowman, whom the authors 
consider “one of the solidest figures in the gallery 
of Americaa fiction,” whu, in speaking of friends 
who had encouraged him in his vareer, said, “They 
told me I had a future before me; up to that time 
I had an idea it was behind me.” 

The authors inform us that “the number of those 
who ought to write is very small.” This calls to 
mind some lines written by J. L. McCreery, who is 
not mentioned in this book, but whose poem, 
“There is no Death,” is a familiar and favorite one. 

An owl sat aloft on a barren limb, 
Looking as wise as such birds will, 


And at every sound that was wafted to him, 
He angrily hooted, ‘Be still! Be still!” 


“It is well,” he said, ‘for the nightingale 
To laden the palpitant air with her song; 

And the voice of the lark as she mounts from the vale, 
May not, perbaps, be very far wrong. 


‘But the garrulous sparrow, the cawing crow, 
The ceaseless, m“notonous, Whippoorwill, 

And a multitude more that I’m glad I dun’t know, 
Oh, why ¢unnoi thry,” cried the critic, *‘keep still?” 


A cricket that lived at the root of the tree, 

By this sort of hooting indignantly stirred, 
No whit dismayed as we |] presently see, 

Was moved to respond to the solemn old bird. 


“Not meaning to hint that an ow! could usurp 
A position or power not rightly his due, 

Allow me to say that when I want to chirp, 
I shall chirp without asking permission of you. 


“Nor thought I, moreover, what sensitive ear 
In delight or disfavor my music may scan 

Save that of my Maker who places me here, 
And bids me do simply the best that I can 


My song is a homely aflair no doubt, 
But when my beurt and my throat are atbrill 
With a thought or a joy that | want to let out, 
Though owls may complain, I will not keep still.” 


A SPOIL OF OFFICE. By Hamlin Garland. 

Publishing .ompany. Paper, Price 5Ucts. 

This bouk 1s a study of the great middle West, 
its contemporary life and landscape. It begins with 
a Grange picoic where a farmer boy is inspired by 
a speech to attend schuvol. In schvol he has many 
trials, but perseveres and becomes quite a scholar 
and ap orator. He becomes interested in pulitics, 
attends a nominating :onvention, and begins his 
career as an Independent Republican. He studies 
law with Judge Brown who is a Democrat, and 
soon changes bis pulitics. He is elected to the leg- 
isture, and afterward to Congress. 
not become a “spoil of cffice” he is beaten for a re- 
nomination. He fiods «office holding unsatisfying, 
and is disgusted with the hollowness of politics. 
He has the blues fur a seuson, but is started out of 
them by the inspiring example of a talented young 
lady who proves a genuine help meet, and the two 
go to work in earnest tv improve the condition of 
the working men and women inthe West. The 
story is well written. The wealth and luxury of 
the national capital are seen in contrast witb the 
hardship and toil of the prairies. The lesson of 
the book is the need of political reform. 
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GOOD RESOLUTIONS FOR ’93. 


These good resolutions have been made by the 
school book men who will visit school boards dur- 
ing the coming year. 


H. N. Wheeler. Put his shoulder to the wheel—and strong at 


that. 
Albert A. Silver, Jr. 


school books. 

M.E Banks. Save his energy for rare occasions—and never 
bank too much on promises. 

Robert Foresman —Never to force an adoption—but get it 
just the same. 

B D. Berry. Will pick up every adoption he can. 

A.W. Hobson. Keep out of politics and tend to his “knit- 
ting” 

W C. Speakman. 

E. F. Sawyer. 
shines, 

Geo. H, Bickford. Study human nature as found in school 
boards, 

Geo. B. Chand!er. 
agents say. 

W. R. Walker. 
is reasonable. 

J. F. Rich. Treat alike rich and poor. 

E. A. DeWitt. Keep up good humor in the face of defeat. 

Thed. Pershing. To always catch his train in time. 

A. M. Wright. Be sure he’s right, then go ahead. 

H.C Armstrong. Get a World’s Fair souvenir coin—without 
tail 

F. B. Ellis. Make notes by the wayside for future use. 

E C. Branson. Educate himself into the belief that the 
hook agent’s life is strewn with roses. 

l.. E. Robeson. Revise his collection of drummers’ yarns. 

S.J. Cole. To live and let live—competitors or none. 


That the real issue of the day is good 


Say little but do much—and do it well. 
Keep quiet and saw wood while the sun 


Weigh a little more carefully what other 


Never to count railroad ties—when the fare 


H.I Gourley. Never miss a little adoption when a big one 
can be secured. 

J.H. Crider. Visit the World’s Fair if the Lord will let him. 

F,. F. Ainsworth. Keep on good terms with his Catholic 
friends 

W.S. Smyth. Maintain that Chicago will be the great school 
book centre of the United States. 

W. H. Wheeler. To look after the book wants of the Amer- 
ican youth 


© C. Birchard. Teach that no school is complete without 


music. 
E R. Smith. Read the School Board Journal with regularity. 
I.. D. Vose. Preach that the school marm is the real Goddess 


of Liberty 

E W. Avery. 
members 

O. P. Barnes. 
history. 

F. B. Pearson. Keep expenses down and sales up. 

Jesse A. Ellsworth. Strike while the iron is hot—and strike 


hard. 
w.(. Ginn. To make a good beginning and a betterending. 


H C. Hill. That the little school houses on bills and valleys 
are not suffering for books. 

\ C. Stockin. Resolved to keep his feet warm in 1893. 

W. T Field. Cover his field thoroughly and efficiently. 

William Albright. To appear at every superintendent’s office 
bright and early. 

capt. W. B. Kendrick. Make a record on “adoption” tactics. 

Lucien V. La Taste Doup every transaction to the Queen’s 
taste. 

M. F. Dearborn. 
day 

Daniel Van Winkle 
ities to place his books. 

«. A Sibley. Toshovel no snow this winter. 

F. H. Blondel. Never to let the other felluw get the best of 
him, 

W.H Ducker. To keep high and dry in flood time. 

L. G. Firestine. Satisfy every burning desire for his books. 

J. M. Stradling Togo comp etely on one or the other side. 

Geo. W. Libbey. Write a book on ‘‘Agents’ Adventures in 
America.” 

J. T, Bell 


Always study the whims of school board 


Continue to deny that he is the author of any 


Never to regret to have seen the light of 


To constantly awake tonew opportun- 


Ring in the new year with the best books 
W.T. Fry To eat only well cooked dinners. 
S. Sturgeon. To fish only in vacation time. 
J.D. Williams. To continue his interest in children as well 
as in books. 
Geo. H. Royce. 
in Numbers 
S. L. Hodge. To keep on good terms witk the school marms. 
W.C. Smith. Keep his sleeves ro.led up all the time, 
W C. Sheeley. Act at the right time-and keep posted. 
Arthur Cooper. Make a barrel of money for his firm. 
J.E Cheetham. 
railroads will permit 
Jno S Arnold. Avoid smash ups and keep on top. 
Arthur ( ooper. Hammer into things at a lively rate. 
W. E, Pulsifer. 
terest. 
E. E. Smith. Keep his accident policy in force constant[y. 
R. N. Pomberton. Do a big business—strictly talk books. 
W.S. White 
J. W. Knapp. Never to be caught napping while on duty. 
E T.8 Lord. Not only to be in it, but in for it. 
8. Willard Clary. Beat all his former records on business. 


To measure all things per Cogswell’s Lessons 


B. K. Benson. Avoid poor towns and keep tab on move- 


ments. 
A. H. Porter. To tip the car porter with usual regularity. 
E.G. Lyle. Assume that the world is getting better. 


Make as many towns as the boards and 


Ixok closely after D. C. Heath & Co's in- 


Blacken no one—and his business up brown. 
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H. A. Nickell. 
will do. 

G. F. Burkett. Keep and eye on number 1, and avoid scraps. 

J. M. Hitt. Never to strike a blow unless the cause bea 
good one. 

John Maine. To work with might and main—for his books. 

A. P. Mott. Get at the philosophy of all things. 

L. Fisher. Always keep good bait on hand. 

Maj. A.J. Cheney. Find out whether he isin it, and what 
is his real (e) state. 

A. W. Clancy. Make a study of the state of Iowa. 

Hugh A. Foresman. Humor the boards of education—into 
business 

Alexander Forbes. To put in his best licks for Sheldon & Co. 

Chas. 8. Woodard. To beat ail his former records in hustling 


Never to squander a dime when a nickel 








HUMOR IN THE SCHOOL ROOM. 





k. Teacher: ‘‘What did Columbus do when he first put his foot 
on dry land?” 

Scholar: ‘Followed it up with his other, I guess ” 

Proud Young Teacher: Yes, sir, I teach the young idea how 
to shoot. 

Stranger (who has had experience): 
paper-balls. 

Teacher: How many bones have you in your body, Jimmy? 

Jimmy: Two hundred and nine 

Teacher: But the other pupils have not so many. 

Jimmy: Well, they ain’t had fish for dinner, like me. 


School Inspector: Your primary class does very well in 
ar:thmetic, Miss Bluehose; especially in addition. 

Teacher: Yes, sir Itis when you hear them in addition 
that you realize how little things count up. 


Teacher: 
contract? 

Tommy Taddles: Cold expands sometimes: 

Indeed? What does cold expand? 

Coal bills, 


Teacher: In the sentence, ‘The sick boy loves his medicine,” 
what part of speech is love? 
Johnny: It's a lie,mum 


Then look out for 


Does heat always expand and cold always 





Willie Green: Dem’s th’ 
finest trained mice in th’ 
town. 


Teacher: 


pocket. 
bring it to me. 





Well, if you will 1—!!!— 


Teacher: 
not hand it out I shall get it 
myself. 


I saw you, Willie 
Green, put something in your 
Come forward and 











Teacher: Now, my boy, tell me what animals are best pro- 
tected by nature from the ravages of winter? 
My Boy: Those that live on the line of the equator, sir! 


School Teacher: Why were the prisoners who were executed 
called ‘‘poor sinners?” 
Scholar: Because rich sinners always get off. 


Minister: So you go to school, do you, Bobby? 

Bobby: Yes, sir. 

Minister: Let me henr you spell kitten. 

Bobby: I’m getting too big a boy to spell kitten, sir. Try me 
on cat. 

First Boy: There goes the lowest down, meanest cuss in 
school. 

Second Boy: What did he do? 

First Boy: I stole his lunch, an‘ he went an’ told th’ teacher 
instead o’ stealing somebody else’s. 


“T don’t want to go school,” sobbed Walter. 

“Don't you want to learn to read?” asked his nurse. ‘What 
will you do when you grow to be a man, if you can’t read?” 

“Oh,” said the little fellow, “you can read to me just the 
same.” 

A superintendent of an English board school introduced to 
his class a gentleman, who called up a boy, and said: 

““My boy, have you a purse?” 

“No,” said the boy. 

**Well, Iam sorry, for if you had I was going to give you 
sixpence to put in it next week.” 

The same gentleman visited the school later, and the boy 
was ready for him. He called the boy up and asked him if he 
had a purse. 

“Yes, sir,” said the boy. 

Iam glad of it,” said the man, “for I was going to give you 
sixpence to buy one.” 

That shows how easy it is to get out of difficult situations. 


Miss Griggs: Professor, do you dare tolook me in the face, 
and then say that I originally sprang from a monkey?” 

Professor (a little taken aback, but equal tu the occasion): 
Well, reaily, it must have been a very charming monkey. 


A practical suggestion. (Ata village school), Teacher: ‘To- 
morrow I shall relate to you the story of the egg of Columbus 
Every boy must bring an egg with him toschool, If he can’t 
get an egg, a little butter will do as well. 


“No, miss,” said the school trustee of District No. 13, Corn- 
stalk township, shaking his head slowly, “1 don't think you 
are quite the person we want for teacher in our school.” 

‘May 1 ask in what particular I fail to meet your require- 
ments?” inquired the young woman, timidly. 

“I’ve been listening to your talk,’’ rejoined the official, re- 
luctantly, yet firmly, ‘‘and if I must tell you the truth you 
don’t seem to have no idea of grammar.” 





Mr. Simplers: How yo’ git seech a cole, Junius? 


Junius Dewbacker: Yo’ tole us larst Sunday t’ allus lif’ our 
hat t’ d’ aged. 

Mr Simplers: Dat I did 

Junius Dewbacker: Yaas; 'n’ I done met d’ hull ole man’s 
home out fer an airin’ d’ nex’ day, ’n’ wus ’xposed mo’n ten 


minits, 





SCHOOL BOARD NEWS. 


The Corning, N. Y., board of education has for- 
bidden all dealers in tobacco to sell cigarettes to 
scholars under 16. 

The tie vote of the Los Angeles, Cal., school 
board is held by a woman. The board consists of 
four Republicans and four Democrats and one 
woman. 

The school boards of Idaho now require lady 
teachers tosign acontract to teach for the full 
term for which they have been engaged, and to 
leave a large share of her salary as a guarantee. 

The Lincoln, Neb., school board is agitating the 
question of the amendment of the charter which 
will give its body, instead of the city council, the 
right to levy taxes for school purposes. 

The Zanesville, O., school board has adopted a 
rule that pupils who fight or in any way disturb 
the peace shall not be punished by the teacber but 
be taken before the mayor’s court. 

The Emporia, Kas., school board allows teachers 
to make limited visite to schools in other cities, and 
allows their salaries to go on upon their making a 
certificate as to the number of hours spent in such 
visitations. 

The new Brevoort savings bank, Brooklyn, has 
distributed circulars among the public school 
children of Brooklyn, soliciting deposits of 10 cents 
upward, offering 4 per cent. interest on all sums of 
$5 and upward. 

An advertisement for a school teacher sent out 
by the school board of the Ninth Cass county, In- 
diana, district specifies: “He must be a man sound 
in body and intellect; not afraid to use the rod. 
Wages $10 per month, and board around.” 

Dr. Elmer Scott,a member of the Toledo, O., 
board of education, has been dismissed from the 
board. It was proved that Dr. Scott, by unfair 
means, endeavored to obtain the discharge of all 
Catholic teachers, and that he tried to have the 
percentages of Catholic applicants cut down. 

The Fairhaven, Ore., school board called down 
upon its head the wrath of all the teachers and 
the community by the adoption of a new series of 
rules, prescribing that any criticism, slighting re- 
mark or reflection upon the board, or any of its 
employes, by a teacher, shall be sufficient cause 
for instant discharge. 

The school board of tle city of Sioux Falls, S. D., 
has adopted a novel plan of getting parents to 
visit the city schools. At a recent meeting com- 
mittees were appointed composed of prominent 
citizens, who are to visit the several departments 
of the city schools, and make a written report, to 
be filed with the secretary of the board. 

The board of education of Concord, N. H., sends 
out wagons to gather in the school children after 
the schools are out, much in the same manner as 
the mails are gathered up for the post-office. The 
plan of giving the children a free ride twice a day 
has proved so popular that several other New En- 
gland towns have adopted it, and it seems likely to 
spread still further. 

Agnes A. Crump, John Crump and Regina E 
Crump instituted proceedings against the St. Louis 
public schools because they were expelled on ac- 
count of their color. They have Indian blood in 
their veins, but they deny that they have any Afri- 
can blood whatever, and the court issued a man- 
damus compelling the school board to receive 
them. 

A janitress in one of the schools of Long Island 
City, was arraigoed in justice court on complaint 
of August Rassiga, a school trustee, who charged 
the woman with tearing his coat, tearing his lip 


CHARLES, THINK OF IT! 


Bruce, the Publisher, sends every new 
subscriber to the AMERICAN SOHOOL BOARD 
JOURNAL, free a beautiful engraving 22x28 
inches, showing all the State Superin 
tendents now holding office in the United 
States. It is suitable for framing and 
makes a handsome and appropriate orna- 
ment in any office or home. Subscribe to 
day. It’s only $1. 
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and otherwise defacing him. Rassiga wants to dis- 
charge her and has made three unsuccessful at- 
tempts to do so. He, together with Jacob Caul 
and five policemen, tried to eject her. She chased 
them out and beat the trustee. 

It is probable that the Indianapolis board of 
school commissioners will soon begin the discus- 
sion of the employment of married women in the 
public schools. Several] members of the board are 
openly opposed to the employment of married wo- 
men teachers, and are likely to press the question 
to an issue before the time for the employment of 
teachers for another year. 

The school fund of South Sioux City, Neb., 
shows a peculiar condition. With a population of 
120 the town received from the county treasurer 
$230 annually, but from other resources receives 
$10,000 annually. “Other resources” in this case 
are said to mean licenses and fines. The total re- 
sources for the year were $22,945, and as only $1,080 
was paid to the two teachers employed, the fund is 
probably unexcelled by any town in Nebraska. 

The school committee of Chelsea, Mass., is trying 
a@ new arrangement for school hours in the Carter 
school. The school begins at 8:30 in the forenoon 
and continues till 12 o’clock, making twenty-one 
hours of school a week. The other schools in the 
city hold morning sessions from 9 to 11:30 six days 
in the week, and from 2 to 4 four days in the week. 
Thus far the results of the Carter school attend- 
ants compare favorably with the scholars of other 
schools, and the feasibility of continuing and ex- 
tending the system is under consideration. 

The new building committee of the St. Louis 
school board is taking vigorious action to prevent 
the w‘lful damaging of school property by pupils. 
A circular has been sent out to all principals, call- 
ing upon them to demand immediate reparation 
for any damage done. Where the demand is not 
complied with within three days the chairman of 
the building committee is to be notified. Teachers 
are also urged to impress upon their pupils that 
apy damage done wilfully or through neglect will 
cause suspension, expulsion or perhaps punish- 
ment in the police court. 

Some time ago a rule was adopted by the school 
board of Washington, D. C., which makes the 
marriage of a teacher equivalent to a resignation. 
In other words, when a teacher marries her name is 
dropped from the rolls and there is no necessity 
for further action. At the last session of the 
board a further step was taken in the same direc- 
tion. A list of names was submitted to that body 
for approval of persons who had passed the recent 
examination held for teachers’ positions. There 
was one name in the list of a woman who was said 
to be the wife of a clerk in one of the departments. 
She was dropped. 

The age at which pupils are allowed to enter and 
continue in the publie schools differ greatly. Of 
the forty-nine states and territories six admit them 
at 4 years of age, nineteen at 5, twenty at 6, three 
at 7 and one at 8. 
The states admit- 
ing them at 4 are 
Maine, Connecti- 
cut, Florida and 
Montana. The 
schools of Ala- 
bama and North 
and South Dakota 
do not receive 
them until they are 
7, and those of 
Texas exclude 
them till they are 
8, and only allow 
them to attend 
until they are 16. 
Twenty-tive of the 
states and terri- 
tories allow pupils 
to attend the pub- 
lic schools till they 
arrive at the age of 


21. Of the remainder the “school age” terminates at 
20 in nine, at 18 in seven, at 16 in three and at 15 in 
three. 

A school trustee of the Chicago board of edu- 
cation makes a plea for penmanship. He says: 
“Penmanship is utterly neglected in the schools. 
Graduates of our grammar schools enter business 
houses every day applying for positions and are re- 
fused on account of their inability to write legibly. 
This is due to the fact that we have no teachers of 
penmanship in any of our public-schools, and as a 
rule no interest is taken in this most *important 
branch of business education. We hire teachers 
at high salaries to teach drawing, singing, music, 
German, physical culture and a dozen other fads, 
but it seems we have no money to spare to teach 
our boys and girls how to write a plain hand.” 

The Chicago board of education has figured out 
that 40 per. cent of the children enter the Chicago 
public schools under 8 years of age, and 90 per 
cent. leave the schools under the age of 14. The 
following table will show the number in every 100 
of the pupils under the ages given for the years in- 
dicated : 

88.89. 
Under 7 years........... 13.00 
Under 8 years........... 25.40 
Under 9 years 37 .20 
Under 10 years .70 49.90 .30 
Under 11 years........... 60.40 61.00 10 
Under 12 years .20 Ti.a0 .00 
Under 13 years .30 81.06 .60 
Under 14 years .70 89.00 .30 
Under 15 years..... ..... 94.30 94.20 3.80 
Under 16 years .20 97.10 96.90 
Under 17 years........... 98.75 68 .63 98 .52 
Over 17 years .25 1.37 1.48 

In the primary grades there are 99,262 children; 
in the grammar grades, 34,050; in the high schools, 
5,463. 
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NEW JANESVILLE SCHOOL BUILDING. 


The cut below shows one of the two new 
school buildings which are alike in design and 
arrangement, and which are the work of Rau & 


Kirsch, the Milwaukee architects. The Janesville 
board of education is progressive and specially so in 
its new school buildings. The present structure 
contains four class rooms together with a teacher’s 
room, modern closets in the basement as well as a 
spacious play room. ‘The material employed in 
constructing the building is brick with stone trim- 
mings. The cost of the structure is $12,000. It is 
heated with warm air and the class rooms are pro- 
vided with separate wardrobes for both boys and 
girls. The ceilings are 13 feet high and the teach- 
ers’ room is located on the second floor. ‘The di- 
mensions of the building are 36x84 feet, giving 
light on three sides. The firm of Rau & Kirsch 
whose office is located at the corner of Grand Ave. 
and W. Water St.. Milwaukee, Wis, has during the 
past few years met with phenominal success in de- 
signing, and supervising the erection of modern 
school buildings. 


NEW SCHOOL BUILDING, JANESVILLE, WIS, 





